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INCENTIVES : PROGRESS REPORT 


Now that nearly six months have passed since the 

agreement of November last laid upon building 
employers the responsibility to introduce incentive 
schemes, it is opportune to assess what progress has 
been made in the realisation of this plan to increase 
building production. 

In these matters it is well to hear the industry's own 
estimation of its work, and the views of the Director of 
the National Federation of Building Trade Employers 
and of the General Secretary of the Operatives’ Federa- 
tion (printed on page 521) reveal a good deal, if they do 
not record much progress. From reports that have ap- 
peared it would seem that a generous estimate of the 
number of firms which so far have introduced incentive 
schemes would be 15 per cent. of the total. This means 
that over five-sixths of the employers have not given, 
for one reason or another, their employees the oppor- 
tunity to earn at least an additional 20 per cent. of their 
weekly wage. It is reasonable also to deduce from this 
that an equal proportion of operatives are not so far 
pressing to be given the opportunity to earn more. 

On the other hand, the reports coming in from es- 
tablished builders who have put schemes into operation 
show almost without exception that there has been an 
improvement in production and in the men’s morale 
which would seem to be a complete vindication of the 
principle of monetary incentives. “Production is up 
50 per cent.” is a common claim, and even greater im- 
provements are not rare. No loss of quality of work- 
manship is reported. 

Why, then, does so small a proportion of employers 
appear to be operating incentive schemes? Mr. Cop- 
pock, General Secretary of the Operatives’ Federation, 
is definite in his appraisement of the situation. “The 
people who are responsible for the present situation,” 
he says, “are the Employers’ Federation, because they 
have not got and have not set up the adequate machin- 
ery which is required to advise their members on how to 
evolve, apply and operate individual schemes within a 
carefully devised and comprehensive framework.” Re- 
membering that the onus is on the employer to initiate 
such a scheme, is this sharp criticism justified? Let us 
see where the facts lead. 

It is known within the industry that the National 
Federation's decision to adopt the principle of incentives 
was far from unanimous. The idealists on the Council 
felt, no doubt, that improved output could best be ob- 
tained by unloosing the controls which fetter and debili- 
tate the industry, by securing a return toa more realistic 
relationship between masters and men, and by encourag- 
ing the spirit of true craftsmanship. The more realistic 
members are known to have taken the view that, under 
existing conditions which are likely to persist for some 
time to come, a more radical plan was required if the 
country is to be rehoused and rebuilt within measurable 
time and without being completely hamstrung by rising 
costs. This latter view prevailed, and the policy of 
monetary incentives would, it might have been imagined, 
have been prosecuted with energy and imagination. 

These last two important qualities appear to have 
been absent from subsequent developments, if we may 
judge by the meagre results to date. Instead of the 
differing elements in the Federation coming together 
under one umbrella—the stuff of whose covering might 
well have been made to P es formula: “We don’t all 
agree that incentives are always desirable or applicable, 
but we will pledge ourselves to see that every assistance 
is given to those who wish to, and can operate schemes ” 
—the difference of opinion seems to have led to a state 
of inertia which has prevented effective official leader- 
ship such as the situation demands. 
wo signal omissions of a practical nature stand out. 
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There should have been appointed at an carly stage 
National Incentive Officers based on Regions, and there 
should be a manual of workable incentive schemes. No 
‘one thinks that schemes capable of showing the quick 
results so necessary if operatives’ interest is to be held 
are easy to prepare, but expert guidance would undoubt- 
edly have been welcomed by firms who do not know 
how to set about operating a scheme. By the same token 
a manual of differing systems applicable to varying 
types of job and for various parts of the country would 
undoubtedly be most helpful as a 
It may be, of course, that the National Production 
Council has this matter in hand, but the silence which 
has shrouded that Council’s activities since first it was 
established in December, 1945, makes us doubt it. 

The Inquiry to ascertain the extent to which incentive 
payments have become established, the character they are 
taking and the results they are achieving, which the 
National Federation is about to begin, will be useful, 
but it is likely to discover early in its life that if progress 
is to be made then leadership of a much more positive 
nature must be given. The Federation’s Council must, 
we are convinced, come to realise that it stands com- 
mitted to a positive policy which demands its full ener- 
gies, and by whose success or failure the employing side 
of the industry stands to be judged. Such a situatior 
requires the full weight of the Federation to be thrown 
into the collar. Let no one argue that the present in- 
difference of so many operatives to the scheme provides 
a reason for abandoning it. The age-old belief that a 
quickened tempo of work all the sooner will put a man 
out of a job is hard to die, but there are signs that 
the patient is weaker. The truth is that as fear of a 
curtailment of the building programme vanishes (and 
the Minister of Health’s speech last Saturday at Cam- 
bridge has done something already to reassure), so will 
building labour’ come to appreciate that it is on faster 
and not slower production that the security of the opera- 
tive, the welfare of the building industry and the re- 
covery of the country rest It is for the building em- 
ployer now to do his part to provide the opportunity; 
as Mr. Sleeman has rightly pointed out, it may well be 
necessary for the builder’s own survival that he should 
do so. 


UNAUTHORISED BUILDING 


H{OLBORN BOROUGH COUNCIL has devised its 

own method of checking unlicensed building and 
repairs, and the oqpuin is now widely plastered with 
posters inviting the ordinary citizen to lay information 
against other citizens who are suspected of having build- 
ing work executed without authorisation. Our views of 
those who seek to encourage the ordinary man and 
woman to inform upon their fellows are, we believe, suf- 
ficieritly well known to render unnecessary further com- 
ment upon this official action which, whatever other re- 
sults it has, is likely to provide a crop of anonymously 
preferred charges : 

That an important London borough finds it necessary 
to adopt this plan points to the likelihood that a good 
deal of unauthorised building work is being under- 
taken in its area; the further deduction may be drawn 
that not only has public opinion outstripped the logic of 
the £10 building limit but that local builders cannot find 
sufficient authorised work to keep them occupied. It is 
past time that the Minister of Works looked into the 
question of the £10 limit which is making rogues and 
miscreants of ordinary householders who, after nearly 
nine years, wish to preserve their property, and the small 
builder who is unable to enter into large-scale construc- 
tion but has the not abnormal desire to keep his business 
in being. There is a case for the reintroduction of the 
£100 “ free ” limit which cannot be looked into too soon. 
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NOTES AND NEWS 


Mural Decoration. 


Mf URAL decoration is not really popu- 
+"4 lar in this country, in spite of our 
grey climate which seems to invite 
colour. One remembers at once such out- 
standing modern examples as Brangwyn’s 
panels in Swansea Town Hall and the 
very different though no less attractive 
decorations by the late Rex Whistler at 
the Tate Gallery, but if a complete list 
of modern works were to be made it 
would probably not be a long one. It is 
strange that mural decoration should be 
comparatively neglected, for there are 
many opportunities for it, particularly in 
public buildings. Some excellent paint- 
ings which have just been done in the 
Wimbledon Public Library by students of 
the local School of Art and Crafts (see 
this issue) are a case in point. These are 
at once educational and attractive, and 
are a great credit to the young artists, 
who did them in their own time and at 
their own expense. Presumably the prac- 
tice they get in painting on large surfaces 
and the satisfaction of enriching the local 
amenities are sufficient compensation for 
the expenditure of much time and effort. 
There are over a thousand students at 
the Wimbledon School, which comes 
under the Surrey County Council; and 
although there does not appear to be a 
livelihood for many artists in mural 
decoration ag it is interesting to 
know from the Principal of the School 
that competent students have no diffi- 
culty in finding well-paid employment 
when they finish their training—in com- 
mercial art, illustration, theatrical work, 
the design of dresses and fabrics, in sculp- 
ture, free-lance portrait painting, and, of 
course, teaching. Contrary to popular 
belief, art is by no means an unprofitable 
occupation in these difficult times. 


To Bath Again. 

THE experiment of reviving the past 
glories of Bath is a charming gesture, in 
an increasingly mundane world, to re- 
create something of the graceful mea- 
sured scene of just over a century ago. 
The idea will obviously have its tritics; 
some will voice the view that to resurrect 
a purely dilettante aspect of life at the 
present time is mere foolishness. This 
view will have some supporters, but 
appreciation of the decorative scene, 
especially that of the past, is inborn in 
most hurnan beings; it is possibly be- 
wilderment or ‘the fear of the future 
which to-day pose a huge question mark 
that urges with such insistence the re- 
creation of things past. 

The fortunate visitors at Bath will see 
the lovely eighteenth-century Pump 
Room as the Assembly Rooms. Here they 
will meet for coffee and meals, and there 
will be dining and dancing every even- 
ing. A Georgian Ball is to be held, and 
the costumes will be such as were worn 
by Elizabeth Linley, Sarah Siddons and 
David Garrick. It sounds rather pre- 
cious and will certainly be expensive; but 
take away all such preciousness from life 
and it becomes a sombre world indeed. 
For our own part, a visit would be worth 
while if only to see a gavotte beneath the 
marble statue of Beau Nash in that 
cee niche of his above the Tompion 
clock. 


War Cemeteries. 

_ Mr. Louts pe Soissons, A.R.A., who 
‘is the Principal Architect for the Imperial 
War Graves Commission in Italy and 
Greece, has been keeping close touch with 
the Commission’s representative in Rome, 
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Brigadier Sydney Collingwood, over the 
layout of the war cemeteries. Endeavour 
is being made to place all the war ceme- 
teries in Italy and Greece under grass this 
spring. At present, owing to lack of 
water, it has been found impossible to 
bring back the turf to pre-war standards. 
Three of Mr. de Soissons’ designs are 
illustrated in this issue. 

In the United Kingdom the Principal 
Architect is Mr. Edward Maufe, R.A. 
He has prepared designs for extensions to 
the existing Naval Memorials at Ports- 
mouth, Plymouth, and Chatham. Those 
missing in the Navy are also to be com- 
memorated at other sites—Lee-on-Solent 
for the Royal Naval Air Service, Lowes- 
toft for the Patrol Service and Liverpool 
(recently the subject of a competition) for 
Merchant Navy Seamen serving in the 





COMING EVENTS 
Friday, April 30. 

ROYAL INSTITUTE OF BRITISH ARCHITECTS.— 

Reception. 66, Portland-place, W.1. 
Monday, May 3. 

ROYAL INSTITUTE OF BRITISH ARCHITECTS.— 
— R.1.B.A., 66, Portland-place, W.1. 

p.m. 

THe Royat INSTITUTION OF CHARTERED 
Surveyors.—** The Central Land Board,” by 
Sir Malcolm Trustram Eve, Bt., M.C., T.D., 
K.C. Institution of Mechanical Engineers, 
Storey’s Gate, S.W.1. 5.30 p.m. 

HERTFORDSHIRE CouNTY MuseumM.—Ex- 
hibition of Old English Tools. Hatfield-road, 
St. Albans. May 3 to June 19. 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m., Fridays and Sundays excepted. 
(Open until 8 p.m. .on Saturdays.) 

Tuesday, May 4. 

THe INSTITUTION OF CIviL ENGINEERS.— 
“ Problems in the Selection of Sites for Civil 
Airports and Military Air-Stations,” by 
Mr. W. J. Cozens, B.Sc. (Eng), A.M.LC.E. 
Great George-street, S.W.1. 5.30 p.m. 

ARCHITECTS’ BENEVOLENT SocteTy.—A.G.M. 
R.1.B.A., 66, Portland-place, W.1. 12 noon. 

Tue Houstnc Centre.— Oxford Re- 
planned,” by Mr. Thomas Sharp. 13, Suffolk- 
street, S.W.1. 1.15 p.m. 

ANNUAL REGIONAL HOUSING AND TOWN 
PLANNING CONFERENCE.—Local authorities in 
the South Wales and Mon. region. The 
Assembly Room, Town Hall, Newport, 
Mon. 10.45 a.m. 

Wednesday, May 5. 

HeEAL’s MANSARD GALLEerY.—Memorial Ex- 
hibition of the work of Kathleen Scott. 
196, Tottenham Court-road, W.1. (Daily 
until May 29.) 
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Royal Navy. It is estimated that 45 
names will be commemorated on 
bronze panels of these memorials. 
year, Mr. Hubert Worthington, A.R.A., 
Commission's Principal Architect for 
Western Mediterranean district, which 
approximately 2,500 miles in length, in- 
s architectural work in Tunisia. 

ordon Leith, F.R.LB.A., is now 
advisory architect in connection with the 
planning of the larger war cemeteries in 
the Union of South Africa. 


Building Licensing’ Poster. 

A POSTER inviting the public to let 
the authorities know of building work 
which is being done without a licence 
is being displayed throughout the 
Borough of Holborn. The poster, which 
bears the name of the Town Clerk, 
Mr. C. F. S. Chapple, states that copies 
of all building licences issued by the 
Borough Council and by the Ministry of 
Works since 1947 can be ins at 
the Housing and Town Planning Depart- 
ment at 191, High Holborn, W.C.1. 

Mr. Chapple informs us that this action 
is not intended to interfere with the 
carrying out of minor maintenance and 
repair work by small renee owners, 
but is a step towards obtaining and 
making easier the co-operation of the 
public in preventing unauthorised work 
‘such as luxury decorations, inessential 
alterations to commercial premises, and 
less urgent maintenance and _ repairs 
which could reasonably wait.” No such 
inference, however, can be drawn from 


Ee 
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the text of the poster. 


Leicester-square Gardens. 

WESTMINSTER City Council have been 
informed by the Home Office that they 
are prepared to permit the trench shelters 
in Leicester-square Gardens to be re- 
moved and have offered a contribution of 
£2,250 towards restoration work. The 
City Council are accordingly proceeding 
with their arrangements for replanning 
the garden to a design by Mr. W. Curtis 
Green, R.A. 


Professional Announcements. . 

Mr. CiirForD Duke, A.R.LB.A., has 
removed from 55c, Greencoat-place, 
S.W.1, to 111, Haverstock-hill, N.W.3 
(tel.: Primrose 2512). 

Messrs. GERALD C. SPEIDEL AND 
PARTNERS, quantity surveyors, of 19, 
Berkeley-street, W.1, announce that thev 
are moving to 16, Clifford-street, W.1, on 
April 30. (Tel.: Mayfair 3081/2 remains 
unchanged.) 

Messrs. ARTHUR J. WILLIS AND 
THOMPSON, chartered quantity surveyors, 
of 41-42, Parliament-street, S.W.1, an- 
nounce that they have opened a branch 
office at 26, St. George’s-place, Canter- 
bury, Kent (tel.: Canterbury 3556), and 
would be pleased to receive catalogues 
and price lists at that address. 


FROM “THE BUILDER” OF 1848 
Saturday, April 29, 1848. 

THE LiverPooL ARCHITECTURAL 
Soctety.—The new et is going on 
well. The Mayor of Liverpool has 
accepted the office of President; Mr. J. A. 
Picton is Chairman, pro tem.; and Mr. C. 
Reed the Secretary. Dissemination of 
taste and knowledge, improvement of 
construction, public improvement, the 
formation of a say architectural and 
artistical library for reference, preserva- 
tion of the remains of antiquity, and 
facilities for improvement to students, 
are the objects aimed at by the founders. 
Some of our readers may be disposed to 
aid in the formation of the library by 
donations. 
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“ April,” by Edward Hall. 


MURAL DECORATIONS 
in a Children’s Library 
WIMBLEDON STUDENTS’ WORK 


‘WV IMBLEDON Public Library, a 
dignified building in the Jacobean 
manner, of red brick with stone dress- 
ings, was erected in 1887 from the 
designs of Messrs. Thomson, a firm of 
local architects. Like many other build- 
ings of its type and period, it has since 
been extended—in 1903, 1931 and 1948— 
to keep pace with increasing require- 
ments, and now consists of reading-room, 
lending, reference, and junior libraries, 
with a book stock of 60,000. The 
original building, which once was suffi- 
cient for all services, is now the reading- 
room, and behind this all the newer 
accommodation has been added. 

The one lack, until recently, was an 
adequate children’s library. This has 
now been provided by turning two rooms 
—the Librarian’s old office and a work- 
room, both on the ground floor—into 
one, making a large, well-lighted in- 
terior that can be used for lectures when 
it is not in use as a lending and reading- 
room. The striking feature of this room 
is a series of mural decorations done by 
students of the Wimbledon School of 
Art and Crafts. At the same time new 
furniture and fittings in light English oak, 
polished, by Libraco, Ltd., have been 
installed. The walls are ‘cream dis- 
tempered, and artificial lighting is by 
means of eight double-sided fluorescent 
ceiling fittings, silver and cream in colour 
and giving a warm white light (not “ day- 
light”). The curtains to the windows, 
selected by: the Librarian, are rose- 
coloured. 

Several ideas for the mural decora- 
tions were considered before the scheme 
carried out was adopied. One idea was 
“Illustrated Proverbs,” and some witty 
studies were produced. The method of 
continuous decorations was also experi- 
mented with, but finally it was decided, 
with the approval of the Library Com- 
mittee, to adopt separate wall panels illus- 
trating “The Months of the Year,” 


“ The Seasons,” and “ Children’s Games.” 

The decorations, which are in colour, 
are the original work of twenty-eight 
third-year students, in their first year of 
The style may be described as 


painting. 








“May,” by Irene Styles. 


one of broad, modern, conventional- 
ised realism and though the panels 
have their own touches of _indi- 
viduality in composition and painting 
technique, they combine to produce a 
complete scheme without a discordant 
note. Keen observation is apparent in 
all the panels, some of which, on close 
examination, are found to have un- 
expected touches of humour and imagina- 
tion. The paintings are all done in oil 
and wax, which are considered the best 
media for murals. The wax used is 
ozokerite, which is impermeable and has 
the highest melting-point of all waxes. 
(It is used, by the wav, for dictaphone 
records.) Thus the paintings can be 
washed, if necessary, and they remain un- 
affected by steam or damp condensing on 
the walls. The work was begun by the 
students, who worked simultaneously, in 
September, 1947, and was nearing com- 
pletion by the end of the year; the 
library was. opened early in April. 


The whole scheme is most attractive. 
and reflects great credit upon the students 
(who did the paintings at their own ex- 
pense and in their own time), and upon 
the Principal of the school, who is the 
well-known artist Mr. Gerald Cooper. 
A word of congratulation is also due 
to the Librarian, Miss Helen Bishop, 
who first saw the possibility of creating 
this children’s library without new build- 
ing work. The adaptation has, in fact, 
been carried out most economically. 
Furnishings, fittings and curtains cost 
£345, lighting £130, and general adapta- 
tion £250—a total of only £725. All work 
has been done in co-operation with the 
Borough Engineer’s Department. 

To be properly appreciated in all 
their colourful attractiveness the paint: 
ings must, of course, be seen; but the 
accompanying photographs give a good 
idea of their decorative quality and of 
the general charm of the interior, to 
which the coloured bindings of the books 
on their shelves add a harmonious note. 

The large panels above the book- 
shelves have the Months of the Year for 
subject-matter and are concerned with 
country occupations. Following are 
brief notes on the paintings, reading from 
left to right :— 

January (Wendy Westover).—Farm 
workers. top trees and gather wood, 
which is sawn for fuel, whilst others 
clean and repair implements. 
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“June,” by Charles Sutton. 


February (Peter White).—The care of 
sheep and lambs. Children playing in 
the snow. Animals and birds in the fields 
search for food. 

March (Henry Haig).—Early Spring 
threshing of corn, which has wintered in 
the barns since last year’s harvest. 

April (Edward Hall).—Cows go out to 
pasture. 

May (Irene - Styles)—Huddled sheep 
wait to be shorn of winter fleece, which 
is made into bales to be sent to market. 
Shorn sheep are driven to join their 
lambs in the pastures. 

June (Charles Sutton). — Farmyard 
scene, with horses and carts. 

July (Jill Innocent)—Gymkhana and 
dog and horse show. : 

August (Stanley Riley). — Holiday- 
makers relax on grass and listen to band, 
while others explore maze and gardens. 

September (Paddy Wood).—Flower and 
vegetable shows exhibit the product of 
the season’s work. 

October (Anthony Atkinson).—Women 
picking blackberries. Men preparing the 
farm for the coming winter. 

November (Anthony  King).—Shep- 
herds with sheep. ie 

December (Edward Draper).—Nativity 
picture; incidents of winter and Christ- 
mas as a festival. 

The small panels over the doors show: 
Spring flowers in a greenhouse (Celia 
Lord); Summer flowers in a garden (Rosa 
Turner); and Autumn flowers being 
arranged for a Harvest Festival (Pamela 
Broadbridge). i ; 

Between the windows (not visible in 
the photographs) there are the following 
paintings: Child reading in a garden 
(Elizabeth Grantham); allegorical figures : 
Spring (Rachel Dannatt), Summer (Keith 
Sutton), Autumn (Joan Smiles), and 
Winter (Audrey Green). 

Small panels below show Children’s 
Games in season: 1, Spring—fiying kites 
and fishing (Victor Freeborn), -. 
Summer—children’s fancy dress, horse 
show event (Margaret Nott Bower); 3. 
Autumn — conkers, bonfires (Eileen 
Tucker); 4, Winter—playing with snow, 
skating (Patricia Henson); 5, May—hop- 
scotch, skipping (A. Leighton Pearce); 
6, November—hockey (Helena Taylor): 
7, Winter—football (Kenneth Leech): 
8, Winter—hoop race in school play- 
ground (David Poole). 

G. J. HowLinc. 
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View looking towards Entrance. The large decoration over the doors is “ December,” by Edward Draper. 
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WAR CEMETERIES IN ITALY 
For Imperial War Graves Commission 





LOUIS DE SOISSONS, A.R.A., F.R.LB.A., AND 
PARTNERS, ARCHITECTS 


J LLUSTRATED in these pages are designs for three 
war cemeteries in Italy—at Anzio Beach Head, 
Gradara and Lake Bolsena—prepared by Mr. Louis de 
Soissons, A.R.A., F.R.I.B.A. (Louis de Soissons and 
Partners), who is the Principal Architect for the 
Imperial War Graves Commission in Italy and Greece. 
Anzio Beach Head.—This cemetery is just north of the 
Anzio-Genzano road and the burials face south, looking 
towards the Anzio landing beaches. The background of 
the cemetery is well wooded, falling away with an attractive 
group of stone pines on a knoll to the north-east, and a 
view of the open country beyond. The road itself is well 
planted with plane trees. The land to the south of the 
cemetery consists of small-holdings. 

Owing to the picturesque tree groupings to the north 
and east of the cemetery, it was considered that the back- 
ground surroundings of this cemetery should be landscaped 
to harmonise with that which exists, and that some formal 
gardening and spaced trees should be used in_ the 
immediate area of the burials. To effect this the formality 
of ‘the pattern of the graves has been marked by a concrete 
pergola for the training of flowering climbers, such as are 
common in England, and a few formal-shaped trees placed 
in relation to the pergola lines. The War Stone and the 
Cross are placed on the centre line, with the Register housed 
in a small feature off the centre line at the entrance to the 
cemetery. The gardener’s shed and yard are placed among 
the trees and bushes to the right of the cemetery. 

Gradara.—This large cemetery is on a wonderful site, 
with the burials placed on eight of the ten terraces. The 
site lies approximately four miles from Cattolica, on the 
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Adriatic coast, and the terraces face the Malatesta Castle 
of Gradara; from the top of the terraces there is a panorama 
of the sea and surrounding country and hills. The edges 
of the terraces are lined with fine almond trees, with some 
olive trees on the lower levels and vines and fruit trees at 
the top. 

In designing the cemetery, in order to bring the Cross 
itself within the scope of the cemetery, it has been placed 
at the lower level, with the serried banking of the terraces 
as a background. The site is deep in the country, and 
the design has been kept simple with a shaped clearing 
with the Cross as its apex, and a simple brick-built terrace 
and approach steps as a tie between the terrace and the 
rows oF headstones. A small stone structure accommodates 
the Graves Register, but the cemetery entrance of simple 

iers and walling and the gardener’s shed are in narrow 
ocal bricks. 

Lake Bolsena.—This cemetery is formed on an attractive 
site to the west of the main road running from Bolsena 
to Monte Fiascone. The rest of the surrounding land 1s 
cultivated principally with olive trees, with a thin line of 
scrub to the north. 

The approach to this site consists of a long path of either 
stone or gravel across the open unhedged or fenced fields. 
with a few feature trees along its course. At the entrance 
to the site in the highway there is to be a simple pier and 
a piece of walling on which will be shown the name of the 
locality, in order to indicate the existence of this cemetery 
some distance from the road. From this entrance point it 
is possible to see the Cross, which is to be of fine stone, the 
entrance gates, the small building which houses a shelter. 
the Book of Remembrance and the gardener’s lock-up shed. 
These are grouped with the Cross as the central feature, 
which is set in a brick pavement laid to form a pattern. 
The burials are divided into four main plots which are 
circumscribed with a narrow stone path. The general 
overall ground treatment of the site consists of some trees 
and flower planting with ground ivy, hypericum, dwarf 
azaleas, etc. The entrance pier, gate piers and the buildings 
are all to be in local stone coursed, as is customary in the 
ae ly with some fine stone features The roofing is to be 
in tiling. 
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View from Street. 


A LONDON MILK BAR 
Designed by RICHARD LEVIN, M.LS.LA. 


THE COMPLETE INTERNAL RECON- 
struction of the branch at 203, 
Victoria-street, London, S.W.1, of 
Moo-Cow Milk Bars, Ltd., has 
just been finished. In some 
respects the design sets new stan- 
dards in the hygiene of catering, 
and all the lessons which have been 
learned in the renovation of pre- 
vious branches have been applied. 

The shop is on two floors, the 
ground-floor level providing 
normal counter service, while the 
basement has nine tables for hot 
meals. Walls, counters and tables 
throughout are surfaced with 
Warerite laminated plastics. The 
same materials are also used in the 
serving alcoves in conjunction with 
stainless steel for sinks, draining 
boards, etc. Floors are teak, with 
magnesite coves meeting the Ware- 
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rite panelling for easy cleaning. 

Three gay murals by Eleanor 
Esmonde White, depicting peram- 
bulatory scenes in the Royal Parks, 
occupy the left-hand wall. These 
murals are original water colours 
incorporated during the manufac- 
turing process as a permanent 
part of the plastics panel, with the 
result that they are immune from 
fading, and the surfaces will with- 
stand washing and general wear 
and tear. The treatment of the ] 
wall covering the stairs includes a 
9-in. wide eating counter and a 
narrow shelf (for handbags or 
newspapers) in cream Warerite 
material with a Warerite panel in 
grey below. Above the counter 
and up to a height of some 6 ft. is 
left open, so greatly increasing the 
apparent space. 
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At the main service counter or 
bar, steel tubular supports run 
from the ceiling to the floor at a 
marked angle to the vertical. The 
face of the canopy and main 
counter front follow the line of 
these supports, so that the foot of 
the counter is set back some 18 in. 
relative to the canopy panel in 
contrast with the ceiling. The 
effect of the slope is striking, while 
it has a decidedly practical advan- 
tage for the bar front in providing 
adequate knee room while not in- 
terrupting the clean surface of the 
panelling. The panels terminate 
some 6 in. from the floor, the three 
tubular supports being the only 
part of the structure in direct con- 
tact with the floor. Pink Warerite 

«material is used for the canopy and 
for the walls behind the counter. 
Service shelves and bar top are in 
cream and the bar front grey. 
Lighting is, in the main, concealed, 
the only direct lighting being three 
cold cathode tubes following the 
contour of the canopy. 

The pink Warerite panelling is 
also adopted for the base- 
ment itself, the colour being re- 
lieved by cream Warerite material 
for table tops, each of which in- 
corporate a design by Eve Levin. 

The method adopted for mask- 
ing the junctions between panels 
is noteworthy. A strip of rigid 
P.V.C. material in white is first 
screwed over the junction. This 
of course, serves the dual purpose 
of both masking the junction and 
retaining the panels in position. 
This P.V.C. strip is channelled in 
section, and into the channel a 
strip of dull gold flexible P.V.C: 
is inserted and retained in position 


with an adhesive. Detail of Murals by Eleanor White. 








A LONDON MILK BAR: The Restaurant (Downstairs). 
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THE “REDIFICE” HOUSE 


PETER TEMPLE, L.R.I.B.A., M.Inst.R.A., 
CONSULTANT ARCHITECT 


THIS HOUSE, WHICH INCORPORATES A SECTIONAL 
system of unit construction, is of Continental manu- 
facture, and can, it is claimed, be erected from the 
foundations up in 300 man-hours. Walls are of 
Masonite panels with timber carcasing between the 
inner and outer panels. A conventional timber 
roof is fitted with Marseilles tiles. It is calcu- 
lated that the walls, exterior and interior, can be 
erected by five men in 24 working hours, and a 
further 40 hours or so are required for laying 
floers and roof tiles and finishing off. 

The system of construction allows wide varia- 
tions in design and accommodation, and the dwell- 
ing illustrated, one of a number of types available, 
includes a hall (D), living-room (E), kitchen (F), 
main bedroom (A), bedroom (C) and bathroom 
and w.c. (B). The entrance hall has a red-tiled 
floor and is fitted with wardrobe, a cupboard for 
electric switches, a loft for storage, and two small 
cupboards. The floor of the kitchen is also tiled, 
and built-in table, electric hot-plate, sink and 
draining-board are provided with cupboards under. 
Principal rooms have parquet flooring, the living- 
room including a built-in table and a bookcase- 
bureau. Both bedrooms have full-size built-in 
wardrobes. The bathroom and w.¢. have flooring 
and 4-ft. surround in green terrazzo mosaic, the 
bath also being faced with green mgsaic. An 
immersion heater gives constant hot water. The 
height of all rooms is 9 ft. 10 in. and the super- 
ficial area of the house is 1,044 sq. ft. 

Dwellings of this type have been erected in 
both hot and cold climates, insulation of the panels 
being adjusted to suit extremes of temperatures. 
The house, complete with furniture and fittings, 
may be packed into about 95 crates, the total 
weight ,being about 17 tons. ‘Owing to the extra 
weight and bulk of tiles, the distributors suggest 
that it ee be more economical to purchase 
these locally. 

The question of importation in this country has 
not yet been settled, as one or two matters of 
detail have to be altered to suit British require- 
ments. The price of the type illustrated, including 
all the fittings mentioned, is £1,400 f.o.b. An ex- 
hibition house has been erected at 1, St. James’s- 
terrace, London, N.W. , 
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Plan. Below: Bedroom A with (right) built-in bed. 
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INCENTIVES IN THE BUILDING INDUSTRY 


THE BUILDER 


MR. HEARDER AND MR. COPPOCK ON PRESENT POSITION 


THE National Federation of Building 
Trade Empleyers has begun an inquiry to 
ascertain the extent to which incentive 
payments have been introduced into the 
industry, the character they are taking, 
and the results they are achieving. 


Whatever may be the lines on which 
the inquiry is organised, it will be neces- 
sary that it should take into careful 
account the different sizes and types of 
firms throughout the industry. A scheme 
of incentives which may prove eminently 
suitable and acceptable among those 
firms engaged exclusively, say, on hous- 
ing, is likely to be quite unworkable when 
applied to a jobbing and maintenance 
firm. It is hoped, therefore, that evi- 
dence and information will be sought 
from every branch of building activity 
where incentives schemes are in opera- 
tion, due regard being paid to whether 
that work is being carried out in urban 
or rural areas. 

Another source of information which 
will prove valuable in establishing the 
present position is the firm operating no 
scheme at all. If the reasons for this in- 
activity can be submitted, they will at 
least point the way to the principal 
problems and difficulties, which at pre- 
sent seem all too obscure. 

It may be, of course, that some firms 
will not be too anxious to impart to the 
rest of the industry that knowledge and 
experience which they have gained by 
hard work and steadfast application to a 
problem by no means easy. Such an 
attitude cannot and must not be en- 
couraged, for information is wanted 
urgently if the responsibilities and obli- 
gations accepted by the Federation nearly 
six months ago are to be met. 

Some of the difficulties of employers 
with regard to incentives were explained 
by Mr. STANLEY HEARDER, Director of the 
National Federation of Building Trade 
Employers, in the course of an inter- 
view. “ Most employers who have in- 
troduced incentive schemes did not do 
so until the beginning of this year,” he 
said. “It is true that one or two had 
schemes ready even before the official 
decision to introduce them was made, but 
on the other hand there were some em- 
ployers who held up their scheme until 
they started a new job instead of apply- 
ing it to the contract in hand at that 
time. Therefore, it must be appreciated 
that, generally speaking, incentives pay- 
ments have not been operating for many 
months. 

“ The period so far can only be looked 
upon as a trial one, and a very short one 
at that. While it was impossible at the 
beginning to lay down a detailed univer- 
sally acceptable scheme, it ought to be 
possible to work out a reasonable solu- 
tion after some experience has been 
gained, 

“ A sub-committee has been appointed 
to go into the matter, and we are hoping 
that the information it collates will be 
valuable in assessing the present 
position.” ciate 


Capital Expenditure Cuts. 

Another factor which Mr. Hearder 
mentioned ‘&s an obstacle to the swift 
introduction of incentive schemes had 
been the references to cuts in capital ex- 
penditure made in the White Paper issued 
at the end of last year. Leaders of the 
industry, both operatives and employers, 
were ready to publicise on joint plat- 
forms the introduction of incentive pay- 


ments, but the publication of the White 
Paper had ma it inadvisable, if not 
impossible, to carry this out. 


THE OPERATIVES’ VIEWPOINT 


The general attitude of the operatives 
in the matter of incentives was recently 
described to a representative of The 
Builder by Mr. RicHarRD Coppock, 
C.B.E., Secretary of the National Federa- 
tion of Building Trade Operatives. 

Mr. Coppock explained at the outset 
that the operatives had held that it would 
be impossible to do anything in the way 
of incentives because of the variations 
in each different job and craft in the 
trade. Each job differed, and there were 
a considerable number of jobs that were 
not worked on a schedule at all. There 
seemed to be little or no scientific con- 
sideration on the part of employers of 
the labour position in relation to produc- 
tion. “ After all,” went on Mr. Coppock, 
“what does the problem amount to? 
All you have got to do is to appraise a 
job in such a manner that it is possible 
for a man to earn an extra 20 per cent. 
on his present rate of pay. So far, it 
would appear that employers are trying 
to confuse the issue and make the whole 
matter complex and involved. 

“There is no reason why this should 
be so, for the Ministry of Works and 
the London County Council have both 
given a lead in the matter; though it must 
be remembered that things are much more 
easy for them because their schemes are 
based on continuity of contract. They are 
able to do that, whereas the private em- 
ployers cannot work on such a basis, be- 
cause they have no continuity of contract. 
Therefore they have tried to solve the 
problem by taking each separate job or 
project as the basis for a scheme. 

“This approach has, as might be ex- 
pected, led to difficulties, and some em- 
ployers are so scared about the whole thing 
that they feel they want the assistance of 
quantity surveyors in the matter, while 
others have offered additional payments 
to operatives instead of attempting a 
rational assessment of the problem. 

“The people who are responsible for 
the present situation are the Employers’ 
Federation, because they have not got 
and have not set up the adequate 
machinery which is required to advise 
their members on how to evolve, apply 
and operate individual schemes within a 
carefully devised and comprehensive 
framework. 

“The operatives have been directed to 
refuse straight piece-work, lump-work or 
task-work payments, and it has been held 
by the Conciliation Board that there is 
no need for these three methods, for the 
scheme as laid down in the settlement of 
last November provides for increasing 
productivity. Therefore there is a feel- 
ing of some frustration in the minds of 
our people, although this must be ex- 
pected and was bound to arise because 
the change is so revolutionary, and, 
moreover, the people who are handling 
it feel rather timid about ‘making a 
change. The industry, both employers 
and operatives, have been so wedded to 
plain time methods that the change must 
be made in a gradual way. Any reason- 
ably acceptable sch¢me must be based 
upon an intellectual understanding of 
the position in relation to the various 
operations and crafts of the building 
trade and their respective of 


costs. Such an approach is absolutely 
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absent from the efforts of the building 
industry to-day, on both sides.” 

An indication that the operatives are 
anxious to retain an open mind on the 
matter was given when Mr. Coppock 
continued : 


tin “ 
“To say that the FP sessegg so far has 
been a success would not be true, but 
to say that it has broken down a con- 
siderable number of inhibitions of our 
people in relation to this is true. Many 
of our people have found new angles of 
looking at their former considerations 
and have come to learn that manv of 
their original fears on the matter have 
not materialised.” 


Progress by Regions. 

_ The Operatives’ Federation are watch- 
ing progress in various parts of the 
country with lively interest, and at head- 
quarters comprehensive information is 
being collated from the reports submitted 
by the Federation’s representatives in the 
various regions. These throw interesting 
light on the way things have been going 
during the last five months. 

From the south-west of England there 
has been submitted a carefully detailed 
report of the schemes operating in every 
town of any size. With regard to the 
London area, the representative officer 
reports that in his opinion very few firms 
are operating the scheme, and by and 
large it was his impression, from the in- 
quiries he had made, that the employers 
were dodging their responsibilities in the 
matter by making all sorts of flat rates 
of payment sup ly being linked with 
increasing production. On the other 
hand, Scotland have agreed a fine 
scheme of incentives. 

In the Eastern Counties employers are 
definitely not in favour of incentives, it 
being their view that administrative costs 
override any savings that are likely to 
accrue as a result of operating a 
scheme. Southern Counties also are not 
in favour. From South Wales it has 
been reported that information was not 
supplied by the employers. In other 
districts and regions some firms are just 
paying 3d. above the rate and letting it 
go at that. At Weston-super-Mare the 
employers have decided not to operate 
the scheme. 


HOUSING PROGRAMME 
TO BE EXTENDED 


Mr. ANEURIN’ BEVAN, Minister of 
Health, said at Cambridge on April 24 
that the revised housing programme for 
next year was going to be much better 
than had been thought. It would be 
substantially more than the 140,000 
houses announced in Parliament. 

The teething troubles of the housing 
programme were now over, he said. 

“On the 1948 programme we shall 
have finished at least 200,000 permanent 
houses this year, and by the time the 
General Election is reached the back of 
the housing programme will have been 
broken. By the end of this year we shall 
have easily passed the 750,000 houses that 
were the target set down on paper by the 
Coalition Government. 

“The housing figures for last month 
indeed, and for next 
month will be nicer.” 

In the next two years the Government 
would carry out that part of its pro- 
gramme not yet accomplished. From not 
one single item would they be diverted, 
either by forces here or abroad. 

.*," A statement by Mr. F. M. Sieeman, Presi- 

dent of the National Federation, pledging 
builders’ support to this extended programme i* 
on page 528. 
















































































522 


CORRESPONDENCE 


Reimbursement for War Damage. 
To THE Eprtor or The Builder. 


Sir,—To ease and simplify the life of 
the building industry, | suggest that the 
Government issue a notice that the value 
of outstanding damage—whether Value 
Payment or Cost of Works—be agreed 
within a limited period, say, 12 months, 
after which date the War Damage Com- 
mission be abolished, the reimbursement 
to. be made either in cash or, for large 
sums, possibly by credit note, whether 
the work was executed or not. This 
should ease the demand for war damage 
repairs that are not urgent or essential 
but which are done because they cost the 
owner nothing. Under the pay-out 
scheme above many owners would prob- 
ably pocket the reimbursement and not 
do the work at all. 

This should allow more freedom to 
licensing officers to permit genuinely 
necessary projects, and possibly raise the 
“free” limit back to, say, £100. Builders 
would deal directly with their clients and 
neither side would have to refer to or 
await negotiation with the War Damage 
Commission whose staff would be avail- 
able for something more directly pro- 
ductive and useful. Builders would no 
doubt be asked for estimates for such 
assessments of damage which should be 
paid for, the fee to be credited if and 
when the job was done. 

FRANCIS ROBINSON. 


A.B.T. and Communism. 
To THE Epriror oF The Builder. 


Sir,—Mr. Colin A. Samuels’ question 
in your last issue was clearly answered 
in my letter published in your issue of 
April 9 last. 

He cannot challenge the facts (a) that 
the A.B.T. has no political or religious 
affiliation, and (b) that members are free 
to express their own personal points of 
view—as individuals and in activities un- 
connected with the Association. It is a 
waste of time and waste of valuable 
printing space to repeat a question be- 
cause the answer one gets is not what 
one was hoping for. If he wishes to chal- 
lenge the right of our members to remain 
free he should say so honestly. 

His last paragraph asking how many 
of those on the General Council and the 
Executive Committee of the A.B.T. are 
members of the Communist Party is, of 
course, a supplementary question to that 
contained in his earlier letter. Again I 
must disappoint him. We have an Ad- 
missions Committee which asks a number 
of pertinent questions about an appli- 
cant’s, technical training and experience. 
Fortunately, it is not conducted along the 
lines of the “ Committee of Un-American 
Activities,” and the A.B.T. does not in- 
tend to take the initiative in introducing 
such fashions into this country. Even 
our critics may rue the day those kinds 
of committee operate here. For that 
reason I do not know the figures he re- 
quires and would only be wasting space 
if I were to discuss the propriety of pub- 
lishing them in the event of their being 
available. 

Finaliy, I consider that although it 
may be legitimate for outsiders to criti- 
cise our policy—and we are always ready 
to meet justified criticism—our internal 
affairs are surely a matter for our mem- 
bers. Mr. Samuels can safely leave our 
thousands of members who happen to be 
Tories, Liberals or Labour Party mem- 
bers to assess the real dangers which 
threaten them and to take any necessary 
Precautions. . E. SHROSBREE, 
National Organiser. Association 

of Building Technicians. 
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Town Pianning in Bertin. 
To THE Eprror oF The Builder. 

Sir,—I have read Mr. Davey’s com- 
ments (The Builder, April 9) on my 
lecture on German planning with great 
interest. I did, of course, make it clear 
that major as well as minor decisions 
were delayed by lack of agreement among 
the Occupying Powers. 

The authors of all the various plans 
for Berlin have, however, made the only 
possible assumption, that they were plan- 
ning for one city, quite regardless of the 
four Occupying Powers, and, as | said in 
my lecture, to German residents Berlin is 
still one city, divided into sectors only by 
notice boards, and possibly by differences 
of “ atmosphere.” 

Up to 1939 the general trend of devel- 
opment has throughout the centuries 
been towards the west, as Mr. Davey 
says, and it was for this reason that the 
authors of the Zehlendorfer plan accepted 
the east/west as the more important of 
the two axes of the city, and planned 
accordingly. At thé same time they and 
all the post-war planners have accepted 
and maintained the character of Unter 
den Linden and the rest of the central 
area, and this is true of the last plan 
drawn up by Herr Bonatz, the present 
City Architect, and which I described. 
This plan was illustrated in your issue 
of January 2, and I have those drawings 
and also copies of the Neue Bauwelt 
dealing with it, if Mr. Davey would like 
to see them. 

Everyone with whom I have spoken, 
including atchitects who were associated 
with the Grunewald development, is 
agreed that to maintain the character of 
this central area is to-day not only essen- 
tial on civic grounds but also, in the 
present state of destruction and short- 
ages, the only practical course. This 
area is in the Russian sector; it is the area 
of national and civic administration, and 
for prestige and other reasons the 
Russians are unlikely to be a willing 
party to its removal. In any case, | 
think myself that instinct has led all the 
planners to wish to rebuild that which 
has always to them represented the 
centre of their nation’s life. 

I agree that Kurfurstendamm is the 
most flourishing street in Berlin to-day, 
although it contains 1,000 objets d'art 
(sometimes indifferent) for every useful 
article; but that is because it was less 
damaged than any comparable street. 
Anyhow, one swallow does not make a 
summer. I don’t think one can read into 
that that development westward is now 
likely. My own view is that if all the 
Occupying Powers walked out of Ger- 
many to-day, the Germans would imme- 
diately rebuild the old central area for 
the sake of their own prestige and to 
give themselves confidence. What they 
will do in the distant future when in fact 
they do rebuild, neither the Delphian 
Oracle nor Old Moore himself can say. 

R. Nott. 

9, Conduit-street, W.1. 


Out-of-date Technical Books. 
To THE Eprror oF The Builder. 


Sir,—The letter of “Publisher” in 
your issue of April 16 has tempted me 
to give an author’s opinion on the sub- 
ject raised by the Librarian of the Minis- 
try of Works (The Builder, April 9). 1 
would agree that a book dealing with a 
technical subject can be out of date as 
soon as it is published, but not that it 
is usually so, if both author and pub- 
lisher have done their duty by their 
readers. This latter point is important. 

During 1945 I visited a library in Lon- 
don and listened to a tirade from a 
librarian as to authors and publishers 
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claiming that their new editions were re- 
vised when very little in the way of revi- 
sion had been done—while a great dea! 
ought to have been done. He was good 
enough to exonerate me and my pub- 
lishers from this charge. I am afraid 
that I did not understand the force of 
his remarks until I bought a construc- 
tion book for a protégé of mine a day 
later. When I examined this book | 
found that some of the mistakes taugh: 
me by the self-same book in an early 
edition over 40 years ago were still there. 
I acutely remember the trouble I experi- 
enced on a certain building I designed 
in consequence of one of the incorrectly 
drawn diagrams. This incorrectness was 
uite unjustified during 1945 in view of 

e fact that the Building Research 
Station had published correct diagrams 
several years previously. 

I am under the impression that the 
fault lies with the publisher more than 
the author, although I am more for- 
tunate in my publishers. Some time ago 
I was approached to revise a technical 
book for reissue as a revised edition, 
the original author having been’ dead for 
some years. It was impressed on me 
that the publishers wanted a minimum of 
revision in order to bring the book rather 
more up to date. 1 replied to the effect 
that I would not take part in a pseudo- 
revision of the book for I felt that too 
much of that sort of thing was taking 
place already and that it was not fair to 
our young men. It would appear to me 
that publishers are loath to destroy 
blocks of diagrams which are long out 
of date and either to alter standing type 
considerably or to set up a new type. 

It can be agreed with “ Publisher” 
that it is unwise to be too ready to in- 
clude in a revision some forms of con- 
struction that are not likely to stand the 
test of time; but when one gets hold of 
a book on construction that shows an 
ignorance of the existence of British 
Standard Specifications for materials 
used in that construction, the book is 
obviously not up to date. 

Technical books must nowadays be 
somewhat consistent with standard forms 
of materials (B.S.S.) and with standard- 
ised forms of construction as exemplified 
by the Codes of Practice. The issue of 
the latter in their final form is not pro- 
ceeding as fast as can be wished. In 
consequence I have two revisions as well 
as a new book held up until they are 
more advanced. If these books were 
issued at present it is quite possible thai 
the subsequent issue of the Codes of 
Practice would render them out of date. 

In fairness to my publishers I should 
add that I can generally make revisions 
in my books two months or so before 
they appear on the market. AUTHOR. 


Survival of Architects. 
To tHE Eprror oF The Builder. 


Sir,—Sir Stafford Cripps’s austerity 
cuts have hit the building trade a stun- 
ning blow from which it will take years 
to recover. To-day the nena facing 
private architects is one of survival. How 
architects must envy their medica’ 
brethren who are guaranteed an annua! 
basic salary of £300 under the new 
National Health Act, which comes into 
force this year. Architects are just 4° 
necessary as doctors, and the medical pro- 
fession can testify to the improved health 
of the people when living in decent 
houses and working in well-planned fac- 
tories or offices. Could not the Govern- 
ment. offer the architects a similar 
scheme? This certainly would be beticr 
than leaving the profession in its presen! 
state of frustration or seeing so much 
time and talent wasted. J. E. RHIND. 
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WAR GRAVES 


IN replying to a question asked in the 
House of Commons on April 15 by Mr. 
Granville Sharp, Mr. SHINWELL, the 
Secretary of State for War, said that the 
increase in grants towards the expenditure 
of the Imperial War Graves Commission 
reflected progress on —- horticul- 
tural work and the placing of contracts 
for permanent headstones, and the archi- 
tectural construction in the cemeteries 
handed over to the Commission by the 
Service Departments. 

Mr. Shinwell’s statement of progress to 
date was as follows:— 

The work of restoring the cemeteries 
and memorials of the war of 1914-18 to 
their former standards has, with few ex- 
ceptions, been satisfactorily completed. 

Approximately 400 cemeteries of over 
40 graves of the 1939-45 war have so far 
been taken over by the Commission, and 
designs for the ultimate construction of 
77 of these have been received from the 
principal architects. Twenty-nine ceme- 
teries are in the course of preparation for 
final construction, and in all other cases 
preliminary horticultural preparation is in 
progress. The number of graves taken 
over is now approximately 230,000. 

A great amount of detailed work, in- 
cluding examination and checking of 
records has to be completed before actual 
construction can take place. Apart from 
that the main work of preparing a war 
cemetery includes the laying out and 
planting of the final horticultural treat- 
ment; the replacement by permanent 
headstones of the temporary w 
crosses; and finally the erection of the 
Cross of Sacrifice and the permanent 
architectural treatment of the whole ceme- 
tery area. 

The following summarises progress in 
a number of areas:— 

In the United Kingdom contracts have 
been placed for the supply of 23,000 kead- 
stones for cemeteries in both the United 
Kingdom and the North-West Europe 
district. Of these some 1,800 headstones 
have already been erected in the United 
Kingdom, distributed over-some 60 
separate burial places. 

In France, Belgium and Holland the 
Commission has taken over some 50 
cemeteries of over 40 graves, and the 
work of levelling and preparatory horti- 
cultural work is going ahead rapidly, as 
well as the construction work necessary 
for the reception of headstones. 

In Italy, as elsewhere, the cemeteries 
are receiving constant care, and the task 
of levelling and preparatory horticultural 
work is well in hand. Headstone. beams 
are either completed or in construction in 
14 cemeteries, and the Cross of Sacrifice 
and Stone of Remembrance are being 
prepared for erection in 10 cemeteries. 
Contracts for the supply of 7,000 head- 
stones have been placed. The erection of 
headstones has already commenced in 
Rome Cemetery. A contract for the per- 
manent architectural construction work at 
Catania Cemetery in Sicily will be placed 
shortly. 

At the cemetery at Athens (Phaleron), 
already enclosed by boundary walling, the 
headstone beams are completed. Level- 
ling and preparatory horticultural work is 
proceeding. ' 

The construction of the cemetery at 
Halfaya Sollum is complete with the ex- 
ception of the headstones. Final construc- 
tion is also in progress at Tobruk and 
Acroma (Knightsbridge), while the large 
cemetery at El Alamein is receiving 
special preparatory horticultural work. 

construction of the cemeteries at 
Keren and Armora is complete with the 
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exception of the headstones. The Com- 
mission’s Canadian Agency has already 
erected more than 5,500 headstones. 

In Australia the Commission’s Agency 
has placed contracts for 9,300 headstones 
and for construction of the beams to 
receive 4,600 of these headstones.. The 
permanent construction at Springvale 
Cemetery, Melbourne, is well advanced. 

Preparatory work is proceeding in the 
majority of the cemeteries in South 
Africa and designs for their construction 
have been prepared. 


R.LB.A. 


Notes from Council Minutes. 

FOLLOWING are notes from the minutes 
of the R.I.B.A. Council held on April 6: 

Appointments: University of Wales: 
R.1.B.A. Representative on Faculty of 
Architecture—Mr. C. F. Bates (F.) (re- 
appointed). 

R.1.B.A. Architecture Bronze Medal: 
The Berks, Bucks and Oxon Architectural 
Association: R.1.B.A. Representative on 
Jury—Mr. A. F. B. Anderson (F.). 

R.I.B.A. Architecture Bronze Medal: 
The Calcutta Chapter of the Indian 
Institute: R.I.B.A. Desiuarntie on 
Jury—Mr. Bernard Matthews (F.), in 
place of Lieut-Colonel G. Swayne- 
Thomas (F.). ; 

Registration Board: National Register 
of Electrical Installation Contractors: 
R.L.B.A. Representative—Mr. J. E. K. 
Harrison (F.), in place of Mr. G. Fair- 
weather (F.). 

Conference on Georgian Buildings, 

Bath: R.I.B.A. Representative — Mr. 
G. D. Gordon Hake (F.). ‘ 
_B.S.1. Committee WEE/9: Steel Sec- 
tions for Welding Construction: R.I.B.A. 
Representative—Mr. Bruce Martin (A.), 
in place of Mr. R. Ling (F.). 

B.S.1. Committee ISE/12: High Tensile 
Structural Steel for Bridges and General 
Building Construction: R.I.B.A. Repre- 
sentatives—Mr. A. H. Barnes (F.) and 
Mr. L. W. Elliott (A.). 

Honorary Auditors—Mr. Cecil Burns 
(F.) and Mr. Brian Peake (A.) were 
nominated as Honorary Auditors for the 
session 1948-49. 

Chairman of the Board of Architectu- 
ral Education.—The President, on behalf 
of the Council, welcomed Mr. Martin S. 
Briggs (F.), on his appointment as Chair- 
man of the Board of Architectural Edu- 
cation. A hearty vote of thanks for his 
services was passed in favour of Mr. 
A. B. Knapp-Fisher, the retiring Chair- 
man. 

R.1.B.A. Completion of Premises Fund. 
—The Honorary Treasurer reported that 
the assets in the R.1.B.A. Building Fund 
would suffice to pay off the mortgage on 
the building at the end of 1948, with a 
small balance in hand. He also reminded 
the Council of the Covenant with the 
ground landlords to rebuild No. 68 Port- 
land-place by 1960. By resolution of the 
Council it was agreed that the balance in 
hand after repayment of the mortgage, 
together with all surpluses disclosed in 
the balance-sheets in future years, all 
legacies not expressly excluded by trust, 
and all entrance fees and rents received, 
should be allocated to a new fund to be 
entitled the “Completion of Premises 
Fund.” 

British Architects’ Conference, 1949,— 
On the recommendation of the Allied 
Societies’ Conference, the Council 
accepted the invitation of the Notting- 
ham, Derby and Lincoln Architectural 
Society to hold! the British Architects’ 
Conference at Nottingham in 1949. 

Amendment to the Bye-Laws.—The 
Secretary reported that the approval of 
the Privy Council had been recejved to 


523 


the amendment to Bye-law 28 (1) in 
regard to membership of Council of 
two representatives of the reorganised 
Salaried and Official Architects’ Com- 
mittee: and to the amendments to Bye- 
laws 35 and 58 in respect of the Annual 
General Meeting, which might in future 
be held on any day in May or June, as 
decided. 


Maintenance Scholarships. : 

Tue Royal Institute of British Archi- 
tects offer for award in July the following 
maintenance scholarships in architecture 
tenable from October 1:— : 

An_R.LB.A. 4th and Sth year mainten- 
ance scholarship of £60 to enable students 
who have passed the intermediate stage 
to complete an approved course at a 
school of architecture recognised for ex- 
emption from the R.1.B.A. final examina- 
tion. 

Two R.1.B.A. Houston maintenance 
scholarships of a maximum value of £125 
per annum each. They are available for 
any stage of training at a recognised 
school of architecture and are awarded 
in the first instance for one year. They 
are renewable from year to year. (The 
Houston maintenance scholarships are 
for the purpose of providing educational 
and maintenance allowances for the sons 
of architects and artists who may be, or 
at the time of their death were, in impe- 
cunious circumstances.) ; 

The Builder maintenance scholarship. 
This scholarship is of the value of £68 
per annum and is tenable as an ordinary 
maintenance scholarship or as a 4th and 
Sth year maintenance ——— 

The Howe Green 4th and 5th year 
maintenance scholarship of £40 to enable 
students who have passed the intermedi- 
ate stage to complete an approved course 
at a school of architecture recognised for 
exemption from the R.LB.A. final ex- 
amination. 

The scholarships are intended to enable 
promising students, whose parents or 
guardians have not the necessary means, 
to attend approved courses at the schools 
of architecture recognised’ for exemption 
from the R.1.B.A. examinations. Students 
already taking such a course are also 
eligible to apply for a scholarship. The 
scholarships are available only for 
students who are British subjects by birth. 
The value of the scholarships, up to the 
limits stated, will depend on the ncial 
circumstances of the parents or guardians 
of the candidate. The parents or guar- 
dians will be required to furnish par- 
ticulars of their financial position. 

Details and forms of application may 
be obtained free on request to 
Secretary to the Board of Architectural 
Education, R.1.B.A., 66, Portland-place, 
W.1. The closing date for the receipt of 
applications is July 1. 


Examination Papers Published. — 

The questions set at the intermediate 
and final and special final examinations 
held in November and December, 1947, 
have been published and are on sale at 
the R.LB.A., price Is. (exclusive of 
postage). 

Membership Pamphlet. 

The 1948 edition of the R.1LB.A. 
Pamphlet, “ Membership of the R.1.B.A.” 
has n published. Copies may be ob- 
tained from the Secretary, R.1.B.A., price 
2s. each (exclusive of postage). The 
pamphlet, in addition to containing in- 
formation regarding the examinations and 
membership of the R.I.B.A., contains full 
information regarding architectural 
training. Maps and schedules showing 
the local distribution of facilities avail- 
able for architectural education in 
the British Empire are an important 
feature of the pamphlet. 
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LOCAL AUTHORITIES’ HOUSING PROBLEMS 


Conference 


A CIivm@ ‘servant, a councillor of an 
urban district council and a local govern- 
ment officer of a Metropolitan borougn 
were the principal speakers at a con- 
ference at the Housing Centre, Lon- 
don, on April 23. The conference was 
convened to discuss current problems of 
local authority housing and was 
attended by local government officers and 
councillors from all parts of the country. 

Lapy Pepier, L.C.C., who presided, 
mentioned that during the war consider- 
able progress was made in housing stan- 

rds, and this was largely due to the 
work of experts serving on a number of 
committees, which produced some very 
valuable reports; notable among these 
‘were the Dudley, Barlow, Scott and Uth- 
watt Reports. But between the planner 
and the realisation of his plans, between 
the architect and the erection of his 
buildings in bricks and mortar, between 
the surveyor and the construction of his 
roads and bridges, there stood Demo- 
cracy, which was represented by the 
councillor. At the present time the 
councillors of this country had the re- 
sponsibility of providing the houses, and 
upon them depended our achievements. 

Councillors, she felt, were affected in 
their work by two issues—politics, and 
the size of the area in which they ad- 
ministered. The attitude of a councillor 
towards housing matters was affected by 
his own personal or political views and 
by his loyalty to his own party. Party 
loyalty was perhaps the greater impedi- 
ment of the two. 


Large Administrative Areas. 


With regard to the size of the area 
under administration, in a large adminis- 
trative area a councillor could not make 
himself. personally interested in all the 
schemes of his Council. The work of 
the L.C.C., for instance, was too remote; 
it was quite impossible to get a complete 
— of what was being done, for the 

ousing Committee had so many things 
to discuss and plans to consider that 
none of it could be done in such a way 
as to give a councillor a complete pic- 
ture of the layout plans, etc., on the 
numerous housing estates of the Council. 
Such was not the case, for instance, in 
# Metropolitan borough, where plans 
could be studied in greater detail in com- 
mittee before they were finally decided 
upon in Council. 

Moreover, the smaller the administra- 
tive area the greater was the chance of 
the councillors’ views ees on the 
minds of the Council’s planners and 
architects. Some would say that was a 
bad thing, but others would doubtless 
argue that it was a good thing. 

To-day there was an outside influence 
which governed with some force the 
activities of the Councils and their 
officers. That influence was exerted by 
the central Government. Apart from the 
Ministry of Works and the Ministry of 
Health, there was the watchful, guiding, 
wary eye of the Treasury and the neces- 
sity to submit all plans to the, Ministry 
of Town and Country Planning. At best 
this influence caused lamentable and 
exas ting delay, and at the worst it 
resulted in the destruction or frustra- 
tion of a Council's housing hopes. ’ 
_“Some say,” contin Lady Pepler, 
“that it is impossible for officers at a 
desk in Whi 1 to appreciate all. the 
details of a proposed housing scheme for 
a remote rural area, Others say that 
some local authorities submit good plans 
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and some submit bad ones, and that it is 
essential that those plans be ‘ vetted’ by 
some central department or administra- 
tion.” Thus, although there were plenty 
of blue-prints for housing to-day, they 
first had to undergo an ordeal under 
Democracy, is., the local Council, and 
then an ordeal under Finance and other 
central Government influences. The 
uestions we had to ask ourselves were: 

o what degree should all these in- 
fluences be extended or modified. and, if 
so, in what respect? 

Describing the contribution that the 
Civil Servant could make to housing 
problems, Miss EveLyn SHarp. Deputy- 
Secretary of the Ministry of Town and 
Country Planning, said it was a great 
misfortune that housing work always had 
to be done in a tremendous hurty. It 
was very difficult, in the atmosphere of 
pressure, Parliamentary questions and 
long waiting lists, to give the real thought 
and care to housing work that one ought 
to give. Finance was also a difficulty. 
One would like to be able to say, “ Here 
is so much money, get on with your 
housing,” but such a course would soon 
bring criticism. If the cost ran higher 
and higher, we should be in the posi- 
uon we were in after the first World 
War, when no houses were built because 
costs had got entirely out of control. 


Housing Costs Held. 


“I think that, on the whole, the costs 
of housing have been held remarkably 
well,” continued the speaker. “ That is 
a very good thing for the future of 
housing. 

“One of the most important contribu- 
tions that a Central Government can 
make to housing progress is in the direc- 
tion of experimentation and research on 
constructional technique and methods of 
building. It is very much the responsi- 
bility of a central Government to 
examine and disseminate advice and 
information of this kind, and I am not 
completely satisfied that we have done 
as much of it as we ought to have done. 
I have always believed that there was 
little thought given to establishing 
what are and what will be the housing 
needs in 20 years’ time. We are building 
houses too much for to-day and too 
little for to-morrow. It is a long and 
patient job, and should be done by a 
central Government. 

“ That particular problem is very much 
on our minds now at the Ministry of 
Town and Country Planning with re- 
gard to the New Towns, and we are try- 
ing to find out what will be the needs 
of the community with regard to hous- 
ing in 20 or 30 years’ time. The New 
Towns corporations are coming to us 
and asking what types of houses should 
they build. They want to know 
what is the real truth with regard 
to the flats v. houses /jcontroversy. 
what are the real needs in the way of 
shops and sorts of shops, and what 
balance of industry should they aim for. 
They also want to know the right way 
to plan a neighbourhood unit of 10,000 
people and what proportion there should 
be of the different types and sizes of 
houses.” 


Local Authorities and Housing. 


Mrs. St. Joun Ervine, of Seaton 
Urban District Council, defined the duties 
of a local authority housing committee as 
being (1) the production of houses; (2) 


. 


the maintenance of existing property; and 
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(3) when they were able to do it, slum 
clearance. With regard to the first duty, 
she would give details of the course 
events had taken in Seaton since the end 
of the war. In October, 1945, the sur- 
veyor submitted plans and tenders for 
some houses to the Ministry of Health. 


“ These plans were disapproved, mainly 
on the score of cost. The plans were sub- 
sequently modified and cut and trimmed 
to such an extent that a master builder 
on the housing committee averred 
they would fall down in ten years.” 
The plans were re-submitted, and eventu- 
ally the Ministry said, “ Don’t you think 
you ought to adopt one of our type plans 
and get on with the job?” The Council 
fell for the suggestion, and, she thought. 
they had regretted it ever since, because 
although it was a plan put forward by 
experts at the Ministry, it was not a good 
plan, and the ultimate cost had grown 
appreciably. Those houses took 14 months 
to build, and so, after two and a half 

ears’ hard work, they had now six 
ouses in Occupation. 


“Last July we got permission to build 
another six houses. Plans were sub- 
mitted to the Ministry, and they were re- 
turned to us on February 26 this year 
with the permission to go ahead and get 
tenders. We are getting these, but how 
long will it take the Ministry to approve 
them? 

“I do think that the choice of a builder 
and the decision with regard to the 
acceptance of a tender should be left to 
the local authorities. Local knowledge 
of builders is all-important, and it should 
be remembered that the acceptance of 
the lowest tender may result in the highest 
cost to the ratepayers for many years to 
come. 


“Maintenance is a matter which is 
frequently overlooked by the smaller 
Councils. Recently a committee col- 
league and I visited some of our Council 
houses, and we were horrified with what 
we found. There were ceilings down as 
a result of a bomb attack five years 
earlier, leaking cisterns, burnt-out ovens 
and dampness. I do not want to throw 
any blame on our officers. Our surveyor 
is a very good man, he is our food in- 
spector and does a host of other jobs, 
and is extremely busy.” 

In conclusion, Mrs. St. John Ervine said 
she thought it would be a good thing if 
we had a Ministry of Housing. Some- 
thing went wrong between the Ministry 
of Works and the Ministry of Health, 
and she felt a Ministry of Housing would 
get on with the job. Further, she 
thought the Ministry of Health should 
send out instructions to all its regiona! 
departments to the effect that all plans 
should not be held up for more than a 
month, and that everyone, from the 
Minister downwards, should have in their 
offices a poster stating “‘ Houses are 
a Do not obstruct the building of 
them.” 

Dr. STANLEY KiNG, M.D., M.R.C-P.. 
D.Ph., Medical Officer of Health for 
Stoke Newington, speaking as a . loca! 
government officer, explained at some 
length the relations ghat existed between 
elected councillors’ and senior officers. 
and went on to mention some of the 
housing problems that faced the Stoke 
Newington Council. é 

“We have made a list,” he said, “of 
the families who have not bothered us 


for accommodation for something like~ 


six months, either in the way of persona! 
application or by writing a letter. We 
have sent out a questionnaire to thes 
people, and in 60 per cent. of these cases 
we have not yet received a reply.” 
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Dr. King went on to say that when 
they offered one of the Council's older 
flats to applicants for accommodation 
they found that the applicants turned 
them down, presumably because they 
thought that if they did so they might 
get one of the newer ones. None of 
the Council’s flats were built before 
1930, and considering the conditions in 
which some of the applicants were at 
present living, it was most surprising that 
such an attitude was taken. 

With regard to maintenance, the 
speaker said there was a danger, as’a 
result of the building materials situation. 
that more houses would go out of occupa- 
tion through disrepair than the number 
of new dwellings which could be built 
with the materials and labour available. 


Discussion. 

In the discussion which followed, a 
member of the Ealing Borough Council 
said, with regard to the acceptance of 
the lowest tender, his Council gave a 
contractor a job and then found out that 
the contractor could not carry out the 
work because he had given false infor- 
mation about his plant and workmen. As 
a result, the Council had to submit a 
fresh list of tenders to the Ministry. 

COUNCILLOR JACKSON, of Doncaster, 
recalled that the Minister had requested 
local authorities not to build houses that 
they would be ashamed of. He felt that 
if they did, it would be the fault of the 
Minister and not of the local authorities. 
“We have had to cut down and cut 
down,” he said. “*‘ We have had to dis- 
pense, on the Méinister’s instructions, 
with all those nice things that the women’s 
committees have recommended. It is 
all nght having these recommendations, 
but then the Ministry comes along and 
tells us to cut them out and cut down 
costs. 

“We in Doncaster proposed to build 
some houses at an approximate cost of 
£1,250, subject to rise and fall. Now we 
find that these houses have worked out 
at £1,400. Our rents were fixed on the 
estimated costs at the beginning, and so 
we have had to increase our rents by 
three shillings a week. Had the Govern- 
ment controlled prices of building 
materials at the beginning, then costs 
would have been met at the right 
end and not the wrong end. I want to 
sound a warning to the Government to 
tackle the prices of building materials. 
If we are to continue cutting down to 
keep prices below 22s. 3d. per foot 
super, how are we going to get the 
houses built? We shall be building four 
walls and a roof and nothing inside 
them.” 


Miss SHarpP, replying, said the cost of 
building materials had been kept down by 
every possible means. The struggle over 
the cost of building materials was colos- 
sal. The Government had had consider- 
able success, but everyone knew in every 
day of their lives why costs were higher. 
There was a terrible risk that all the 
country’s housing schemes would break 
down because we should not be able to 
afford them. 


An architect from the Building Re- 
search Station said he believed that it 
was not the business of executive depart- 
ments to conduct research. Difficult 
technical problems could not be dealt 
with by persons employed on the day-to- 
day problems. However it was of no 
use having central research if the local 
authorities did not make use of it. In 
the past, he thought, local authorities 
had not made use of the resources and 
information available. 
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DISTRIBUTION OF 


BUILDING MATERIALS 


REPORT OF THE SIMON 
COMMITTEE 


RESTRICTIVE practices in the distri- 
bution of building materials are 
described in the Report™ of a Committee 
published on April 28. The Committee, 
over which Lord Simon of Wythenshawe 
presided, was appointed by the Minister 
of Works. in July, 1946, to “ examine the 
organisation and methods of distribution 
of building materials and components 
with particular reference to cost and 
efficiency, and to make recommenda- 
tions,” and included the following: Sir 
Sam Brown, Sir Arnold Plant, Mr. R. E. 
Yeabsley, C.B.E.. Mr. A. F. Ewing 
(Assessor), and Mr. P. W. D. Skillington 
(Secretary). 
As a general rule the Committee have 
not considered methods of manufacture, 


but have considered practices by manu-- 


facturers, “such as fixing of delivered 
prices. The distribution of timber and of 
structural steel are also not considered. 

Following is a summary of the Com- 
mittee’s conclusions and recommenda- 
tions:— 

We are satisfied that the merchants 
provide services which are essential for 
the efficient carrying on of the building 
industry. These may be divided under 
four headings: firstly, the carrying of 
adequate stocks of the varied materials 
required for building within reasonable 
proximity of all building sites in the 
country; secondly, the organisation of 
transport and of delivery to building sites 
at frequent intervals; thirdly, the provision 
cf credit, which is of great importance 
to builders, and particularly to specula- 
tive builders, and is also of importance 
to some manufacturers; fourthly, a trade 
information service as to the availability 
and relative advantages of suitable 
materials for all building purposes. 


The evidence we have received, both 
from manufacturers and from builders, 
has been unanimous to the effect that 
these services are well and amply pro- 
vided by the merchants. 

We find, however, that restrictive 
arrangements affecting the distribution of 
building materials and components exist 
on a wide scale: indeed, it may fairly be 
said that in this field monopoly, quasi- 
monopoly, and restrictive practices have 
reigned almost unchallenged for many 
years. These arrangements, whether em- 
bodied in formal agreements between 
manufacturers and merchants, in tacit 
agreements or in analogous arrangements, 
and whether or not the merchant is a 
party to them, permeate virtually the 
whole field. The broad pattern of the 
manufacturer/merchant agreement is an 
exchange of pledges whereby the manu- 
facturer undertakes to supply the mer- 
chant on specially advantageous terms, 
and the merchant, in return, agrees to 
maintain resale prices and not to buy 
outside the ring. There are a number of 
effective sanctions behind these arrange- 
ments. This does not mean that at dif- 
ferent times and in different circumstances 
formal agreements are not freely broken, 
but there is no doubt that in general 
such agreements are ) effective. These 
practices are profitable to the associated 
manufacturers and also to the majority 
of merchants. In our view they are not 
in the national interest. In particular, 
they have tended to lead to a higher level 





*“ The Distribution of Building Materials and 
Components: Report of the Committee of In- 
quiry appointed by the Minister of Works.” 
London : H.M.S.0., price 2s. 6d. net. 
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of prices than would have obtained in 
their absence; to an inflation of gross and 
net distributive margins; to the consumer 
being deprived of a actual 
or potential, in the efficiency distri- 
bution; to an over-elaboration of services 
provided in the field of distribution and 
thereforé’a waste of manpower and other 
resources; to there being too many mer- 
chants; and to consumers being unable 
to obtain the precise materials they want 
from whatever source they prefer. 

Two of our members examined condi- 
tions m the United States and Canada. 
They describe the elaborate machinery 
for outlawing “ conspiracies ” in restraint 
of trade, and they conclude: “We are 
satisfied that at least in those cases in 
which restrictive practices have been effec- 
tively stamped out, conditions have been 
created in which building materials can 
be distributed with greater efficiency and 
at lower cost.” We believe, therefore. 
that the conditions obtaining in the United 
States and Canada provide evidente that 
the removal of restrictive practices would 
create keener competition and a cheaper 
and more efficient service. 

The Cost pg which we have 
carried out into the distribution of build- 
ing materials through builders’ merchants 
shows that in 1946 the gross margin for 
all merchants covered by the Inquiry was 
20.97 per cent., total expenses 14.27 per 
cent., and the net profit 6.7 per cent. on 
sales turnover. These figures relate to a 
substantial proportion of nearly all build- 
ing materials, with the exception of 
timber (which is mainly handled by 
timber merchants, although some is 
handled by builders’ merchants) and steel. 
We are informed by the Ministry of 
Works that the average annual turnover 
may be fairly taken to be four times the 
capital employed. If we regard a net 
cent. on 


annual profit of 10 per 

capital employed as reasonable, 
this would involve a_ net profit 
on turnover of 24 per cent. In fact, the 


actual net profits on turnover in 1946 of 
6.7 per cent. would on this basis repre- 
sent a return of 26.8 per cent. on capital 
employed. : 

Another result of the high and assured 

rofit margins is that competition is 
imited to service; any merchant who 
wishes to go ahead can only do so by 
giving better service than his competitors; 
that is to say by increasing his costs. We 
have evidence of a strong tendency to 
over-elaboration of services, as for 
example the appointment of unnecessarily 
large numbers of travellers. It is reason- 
able to believe that the renewal of price 
competition would not only reduce the 
net profit margin, but also make substan- 
tial reductions in the heavy distribution 
cost of 14 per cent. on the turnover of 
building materials. : 

We have been greatly impressed by the 
wholesome influence of the right kind of 
a Whilst restrictive practices in 

gland are not, in fact, all furtive or 
secret, all too little is generally knewn 
about their nature and effects, so that 
they are inevitably the subject of specu- 
lation, rumour and exaggeration. Across 
the Atlantic, when the Government be- 
comes aware that restrictive practices 
exist, the full facts are published in 
authoritative and well-documented 
reports, so that an informed public 
opinion is brought to bear upon the prob- 
lems. We believe that this atmos of 
broad daylight is a good safeguard against 
possible abuses, and the force of public 
opinion is to be preferred to legal process 
as a means of ensuring a healthy com- 
mercial system. We hope, indeed, that 
n this way the mere existence of this 

eport may have a certain value in pro- 
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mmoting a fuller knowledge and informed 
public discussion of the field we have 
covered. 


RECOMMENDATIONS 


(1) We recommend that the builders’ 
merehants should pay more attention to 
the cost of the services they perform, and 
indeed to the need for these services in 
the elaborate form which had become 
customary by 1939. We hope that the 
analyses we have undertaken may serve 
as a useful basis for a continuous and 
methodical study of the problems in- 
volved. In particular, we would draw the 
attention of merchants to the desirability 
of improving:— 

(a) Systems of accounting; 

{b) Methods of stock control; 

(c) Layout of yards and stores; 

(d) Methods of handling heavy 
materials. 

(2) We recommend that immediate 
action should be taken by the Govern- 
ment to control distributors’ margins on 
building materials and components. We 
have emphasised that we regard this 

rimarily as a temporary measure to deal 
in the short term with margins which we 
consider excessive, and we recommend 
that such control should be co-extensive 
in scope and in duration with the control 
of manufacturers’ prices. 

(3) As a long-term measure we regard 
it as essential that the restrictive practices 
which exist in this field should as far 
as ible be eliminated. The 1944 
White Paper on Employment Policy 
stated that “there has in recent years 
been a growing tendency towards com- 
bines and towards agreements, both 
national and international, by which 
manufacturers have sought to control 
prices and output, to divide markets and 
to fix conditions of sale. Such agree- 
ments or combines do not necessarily 
operate against the public interest; but 
the power to do so is there. The Govern- 
ment will therefore seek power to inform 
themselves of the extent and effect of 
restrictive agreements, and of the activities 
of combines; and to take 5 typ 
action to check practices which may 
bring advantages to sectional producin 
interests, but work to the detriment o 
the country as a whole.” On July 30, 
1946, the Lord President stated: “ As 
already announced, the Government 
intend to introduce legislation on restric- 
tive ractices, when time permits, 
generally on the lines foreshadowed in 
the White Paper on Employment Policy. 
Power will be sought to inquire into the 
extent and effect of particular arrange- 
ments and to take appropriate action to 


check those shown to be contrary to the - 


interests of the nation.” Legislation both 
to provide for detailed inquiry into 
specific fields with evidence, on oath and 
to make orders forbidding certain prac- 
tices with appropriate sanctions is in our 
view clearly necessary, and we therefore 
welcome this statement made on behalf 
of the Government. We have no infor- 
mation as to details of the pro d legis- 
lation, but on the assumption that it 
would be sufficiently widely framed to 
deal with the whole field of industry and 
trade, we make no recommendation that 
special legislation should be introduced 
in the field of building materials. In this 
field, however, we recommend that after 
specific inquiry by an appropriate body 
there should be power : — 
(a) To require the registration of all 
agreements relating to trade practices; 
(b) To declare individual agreements 
or types of agreement between manu- 
facturer and merchant to be in restraint 
of trade and illegal; : 
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(c) To prohibit either a manufacturer 
or a merchant from exercising price dis- 
crimination between customers in 


accepting orders; 
(d) To control prices and margins. 


D.BSJ.C. COMMENT 


Tue Distributors of Builders’ Supplies 
Joint Council has issued the following 
comment on the Report :— 

Most of the criticism of the Report 
will be upon points where there has been 
a tendency to draw wrong conclusions 
due to the absence of sufficient know- 
ledge or information. Some of the mis- 
conceptions of the Committee are un- 
doubtedly due to insufficient research. 
Apparently the Committee has studied 
large mechanised handling merchants in 
the U.S.A., but had failed to avail them- 
selves of the same opportunities’ here. 
The list of builders’ merchants visited by 
the Committee indicates that outside of 
London the firms inspected were mainly 
confined to the smaller provincial towns 
and consequently were unrepresentative 
of the trade in general. Consequently, 
the Report evidences very little practical 
knowledge of the industry under review 
and on this account alone its conclusions 
should be rejected. 

The Committee takes exception to the 
working of trade associations, but later 
refers to the fact that the formation of 
such associations and the control ‘of prices 
is a universal characteristic of modern 
economic development. This has been 
fostered in recent years by the Govern- 
ment’s consistent refusal to deal with in- 
dustry except through the medium of 
appropriate trade associations. Of more 
significance is the Government’s costly 
system of price investigation, which has 
tended to stabilise prices without regard 
to the cost of the most efficient producer. 
A proper system of price-fixing, besides 
assuring a fair margin to manufacturers 
and distributors, protects users against 
excessive prices in periods of scarcity. 

The Committee gare to be much 
concerned because builders’ merchants, 
according to the incomplete returns ob- 
tained, made good profits in 1946, but the 
members ignore the fact that both 1938 
and 1946 were entirely unrepresentative. 
During a period of rising prices, mer- 
chants secure profits on their stocks, 
which increase their gross and net mar- 
gins, but these are offset by the losses 
they make on their stocks as prices fall. 
The upward trend has already ceased, and 
before long will be reversed. 

The suggestion made in the Report that 
all supplies should be “free on rail at 
works” overlooks the fact that the rail- 
ways will not, as in the U.S.A., accept 
goods so consigned. 

The quaint proposal of the Committee 
that prices should be identical for all 
classes of buyers will be regarded with 
mixed feelings by hundreds of other in- 
dustries. How distributors could func- 
tion under such conditions and whether 
the proposed “ uniform price” is to apply 
to like quantities and conditions of trad- 
ing is not made clear. Any inference 
that the supply of building materials has 
any marked effect on the present cost of 
building can be dismissed. A house cost- 
ing £480 pre-war costs to-day £1,500. 

The material used is about one-third of 
the finished cost; therefore, in 1938 the 
material cost £160, and according to the 
Simon Committee material costs have 
risen 100 per cent. Thus, on their own 
showing, of the increase of £1,020, £860 
has to be squght for other than in build- 
ing material. 

The D.B.S.J.C. read with astonishment 
the suggestion that builders’ merchants 
provide too elaborate showrooms and ser- 
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vice, in view of the Committee's call for 
more elaborate methods of stock control, 
lay-out and handling, and the Ministry 
of Fuel and Power’s demands for a 
greater and more comprehensive show- 
room and after-sales service. Efficient 
delivery arrangements save extra cost 
to the builder in “ waiting time.” The 
builders’ merchant desires to be more, and 
not less, efficient, in order that the final 
cost of building may be lowered. 


IN PARLIAMENT 


Non-Traditional Houses. 


SiR WALDRON SMITHERS asked the 
Minister of Health why subsidies to 
figures acceptable to local authorities 
for non-traditional houses had increased 
from about £6 millions in 1947-48 to 
about £17 millions for this year; and 
before implementing this policy, would 
he consider saving this cost by building 
brick houses for which ample supplies 
of labour, bricks, cement and timber 
were now available. 

Mr. BEVAN said the capital grant was 
restricted by statute to houses in schemes 
approved before December 31, 1947. 
No programmes for non-traditional 
houses approved since that date would, 
therefore, qualify for grant. The total 
cost of the capital grants was estimated 
at £54 million for 1947-48 and at 
£13,600,000 for 1948-49. The grant was 

yable on the completion of the 
ouses, and the increase in the estimates 
was due to the fact that more of these 
houses were now being completed than 
in 1947. 

Str WALDRON SMITHERS asked the 
Minister of Health if he was aware that 
a programme of about 100,000 non- 
traditional houses would consume over 
200,000 tons of steel; and whether, in 
view of the fact that only a small amount 
of steel was required in brick houses and 
that some 150,000 standards of timber 
would be diverted from traditional house 
building, he would take immediate steps 
to stop unnecessary wastage of steel, 
which was scarce, and concentrate on the 
building of traditional houses, for which 
ample supplies were available. 

Mr. BEVAN said that non-traditional 
houses required varying amounts of steel, 
some of them little more than the tradi- 
tional house. No fresh contracts were 
being placed for those which used larger 
quantities. 

Softwood Timber. 

Mr. D. Jay, answering a question by 
Sir Waldron Smithers, said that alloca- 
tions of softwood, as agreed inter-depart- 
mentally, were made to departments, not 
to industries. It was not the practice to 
give details of such allocations, or of 
the quantities subsequently licensed to 
consumers in rticular _findustries 
through the timber licensing machinery. 

Mr. H. Wison, in reply to a question 
by Sir Waldron Smithers, said that stocks 
of hewn and sawn softwood (excluding 
sleepers and certain stocks in consumers 
hands), by regions, as at the end of 
January last, were approximately as fol- 
lows :—North-eastern, 79,846 standards: 
North-western, 77,565; Midland, 75,129: 
South-eastern, 184,355; Western, 63,668: 
Northern Ireland, 11,174; Scotland. 
$2,321. So far as he was aware, the 

essential timber needs of the export in- 
dustries were being met. 
Payment by Results. 

Mr. Key, replying to Commander 
Noble, said he regretted that there was 
not yet sufficient evidence on which to 


"assess the effect of the payment-by-results 


system on the rate of output for house 
building. 
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War Damage. 

Mr. SKINNARD asked the Secretary to 
the Treasury whether his attention had 
been called to the hardship suffered by 
many small building contractors who, 
having submitted specifications and esti- 
mates to the War Damage Commission, 
received only an assurance that the 
proper cost would be paid and were 
unaware of what this was until an in- 
spection after completion of the work; 
and whether, for the guidance of such 
contractors, a list of permissible charges 
would be issued. 

Mr. GLENVIL HALL said that the War 
Damage Commission advised him that 
they were at present making over 10,000 
payments a week, the great proportion 
of which related to works done by small 
builders, and they had no evidence that 
their procedure caused any hardship to 
those builders. Proper cost was depen- 
dent upon variable factors, such as the 
cost of materials and the level of wages, 
and these, in conjunction with the nature 
of the work, made it impossible to issue 
a list of permissible eharges. 


The £10 Limit. 


Mr. Marpies asked the Minister of 
Works how many prosecutions had been 
instituted and how many convictions ob- 
tained, up to the latest convenient date, 
for offences against Defence Regulation 
56a in respect of contravention of the 
£10 limit imposed on building operations 
where the estimated value of the work 
carried out exceeded £50 and was below 
that value, respectively. 

Mr. Dursin said that the £10 limit was 
applied to the whole of Great Britain 
from August 1, 1945. The number of 
prosecutions from October 1, 1945, to 
December 31, 1947, was 688, of which 
630 were successful. The number of 
these cases in which the value of the 
work done was less than £50 could not 
be discovered without consulting a large 
number of local authorities. 
Reconditioning in Rural Areas, 

Mr. WapDsSwortTH asked the Minister 
of Health whether, in view of the unem- 
ployment in the building trade and the 
availability of building operatives and 
building materials in rural areas, he 
would now give consideration to the 
giving of a grant for the reconditioning 
of rural houses. 

Mr. BEVAN said that legislation would 
be required for the purpose suggested, 
but he was sending the hon. member a 
copy of a recent circular. which dealt 
with the issue of licences for the recon- 
ditioning of houses. He was not aware 
of any substaatial unemployment in the 
building trade in rural areas and he 
would be glad if the hon. member would 
give him details of any case he had in 
mind, 

Circular 92. 

Mr. Marptes asked the Minister of 
Health how many houses had been 
acquired by housing authorities from 
builders under the terms of his depart- 
ment’s Circular No. 92 of 1 

Mr. BeEvaN said that the number at 
February 29 was 8,315. A further 14,780 
were in approved tenders and 12,204 af 
these were under construction. 

Building Materials. 

_ During the debate on the second read- 
ing of the Monopoly (Inquiry and Con- 
trol) Bill, Mr. HaRoLD Wixson, President 
of the Board of Trade, referred to the 
report of the committee presided over by 
Lord Simon of Wythenshawe on the 
distribution of building materials. He 
would not pre-judge consideration of the 
document, which was’ not yet generally 
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available, but those who examined it 
would agree that the committee had 
found evidence of peor ng ta! and restric- 
tive practices on a wide scale in the field 
covered by its terms of reference, and 
of a kind which suggested that there 
would be a number of cases for early 
consideration by the Commission to be 
set up under the Bill. 


Softwood Content of a House. 


In a reply to a question in the House 
of Commons (page 500 of our last issue), 
Mr. Bevan was quoted as saying that the 
softwood content of a traditional house 

. . is limited to 1.6 standard per 100 
sq. ft. of floor area.” This should have 
read “per 1,000 sq. ft. of floor area.” 


NEWER TIMBERS- 


THE final lecture in the special series on 
timber arranged by Mr. R. L. Hasberry, 
training officer, Ministry of Works, in 
collaboration with the education secre- 
tary of the Timber Development Associa- 
tion, was given on April 15 by Mr. R. P. 
Woops, B.A., chief technical officer of the 
Association. The subject was “Some of 
the Newer Timbers, particularly those 
which have arrived on the market from 
South America.” 

Mr. Woods opened with a brief his- 
torical survey of the introduction of 
mahogany (Swietenia sp.) into this 
country. He outlined the properties of 
South American timbers, showed samples 
of the timbers of meliacea (mahoganies) 
family, and went on to discuss other 
timbers which are suitable for high-class 
furniture and panelling work. He stressed 
the importance of having a knowledge of 
the botanical species and their structure, 
since there were so many vernacular 
names and common names given to the 
same timber, varying with the country of 
origin. He also referred to the compara- 
tive lack of softwoods growing in Seuth 
America and the similarity between the 
genus Nothofagus (Rauli, Coigue, Roble, 
etc.) in Chile and those of New Zealand 
(Red Beech, Silver Beech, etc.) 








BOOK REVIEW 


THE Law oF TOWN AND COUNTRY PLAN- 
NING. By J. R. Howard Roberts, 
C.B.E., Solicitor, Clerk of the 
London County Council, President 
of the Town Planning Institute, 
etc. Charles Knight and Co., 
Ltd. 57s. 6d., post free. 


A FoREWwORD by the Minister of 
Town and Country Planning to this 
work claims that the author possesses, 
through personal experience and ad- 
ministrative background, a unique quali- 
fication for the work in . It can- 
not be denied that the result of Mr. 
Roberts’ labour has been to produce a 
valuable and exhaustive treatise on the 
new system of planning control and, 
inter alia, the treatment of development 
rights in land. 

The main part of the work is divided 
into five parts, the first ‘of which is an 
interesting and scholarly account of the 
Development of Town and Country 
Planning, in which a detailed synopsis 
is included of the new Act. The other 

arts cover the text of the 1947 Act, 

icensing Planning, New Towns and the 
Acquisition of Land procedure, in each 
of which the text is given in full, and ex- 
haustively annotated, of the relevant 
Statutes and Regulations. In addition, 
five appendices concerned with the 
Restriction of Ribbon Development, the 
Green Belt, the Distribution of Industry 
Act, the Building Restrictions (War-Time 
Contravention) Act, 1946, and Details of 
Special Parliamentary Procedure under 
the Statutory Orders (Special Procedure) 
Act, 1947, serve to show the wide scope 
of the book. The decision to include 
Acts like the New Towns Act, 1946, and 
the Distribution of Industry Act was due 
to the necessity of explaining in some 
detail the powers of local authorities and 
other public bodies to develop land. 

The author’s aim is to assist and guide 
practical town planners and administra- 
tive officers, but the work will be found 
of great help to members of the legal 
profession, to whom the new Act will 
present many problems which cannot be 
fully appreciated until all the regulations 
necessary have been promulgated. In 
consequence, the publishers intend to 
follow the present work by a supplement 
which will include the new Development 
Order and the yet-unpublished Regula- 
tions. The index is full and adequate, 
the printing of the numbers of the pages 
being a feature likely to be appreciated 
by those using it. 

This is, without question, a complete 
and very valuable work, both as a prac- 
tical treatise and a book of ss 
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How To Estimate, 10TH Ep. , By J. T. 
Rea. (London: B. T. Batsford, Ltd.) 
Price 18s. . 

INN-SiIGNIA. (London: Whitbread and 
Co., Ltd.) Price 5s. 

THe TIMBER TRADE WITH RUSSIA, 
1921-1939. By C. B. Jewson. (Norwich: 
Goose and Son, Ltd.) Price 5s. 


Planning Simplified. 

The Town and Country Planning Asso- 
ciation has recently published the third 
edition of “ Planning Britain’s Land,” a 
booklet which attempts to reduce the 
Town and Country Planning Act, 1947. 
to a readable form. The booklet is priced 
at Is., or Is. 2d. post free, from The 
Planning Centre, 28, King-street, Covem 
Garden, W.C.2. 
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a fuller knowledge and informed 
discussion of the field we have 


RECOMMENDATIONS 


(1) We recommend that the builders’ 
merehants should pay more attention to 
the cost of the services they perform, and 
indeed to the need for these services in 
the elaborate form which had become 
customary by 1939. We hope that the 

we have undertaken may serve 

as a useful basis for a continuous and 
methodical study of the problems in- 
volved. In particular, we would draw the 
attention of merchants to the desirability 
of improving:— 

ta) Systems of accounting; 

{b) Methods of stock control; 

(c) Layout of yards and stores; 

(d) Methods of handling heavy 

materials. 

(2) We recommend that immediate 
action should be taken by the Govern- 
ment to contro! distributors’ margins on 
building materials and components. We 
have emphasised that we regard this 
primarily as a temporary measure to deal 
in the short term with margins which we 
consider excessive, and we recommend 
that such control should be co-extensive 
in scope and in duration with the contro! 
of manufacturers’ prices. 

(3) As a long-term measure we regard 
it as essential that the restrictive practices 
which exist in this field should as far 
as possible be eliminated. The 1944 
White Paper on Employment Policy 
stated that “there has in recent years 
been a growing tendency towards com- 
bines and towards agreements, both 
national and international, by which 
manufacturers have sought to control 
prices and output, to divide markets and 
to fix conditions of sale. Such agree- 
ments or combines do not necessarily 
Operate against the public interest; but 
the power to do so is there. The Govern- 
ment will therefore seek power to inform 
themselves of the extent and effect of 
restrictive agreements, and of the activities 
of combines; and to take ——— 
action to check practices which may 
bring advantages to sectional producin 
interests, but work to the detriment o 
the country as a whole.” On July 30, 
1946, the Lord President stated: “As 
already announced, the Government 
intend to introduce legislation on restric- 
tive ractices, when time permits, 
ouaniaine on the lines foreshadowed in 
the White Paper on Employment Policy. 
Power will be sought to inquire into the 
extent and effect of particular arrange- 
ments and to take appropriate action to 
check those shown to be contrary to the - 
interests of the nation.” Legislation both 
to ide for detailed inquiry into 
specific fields with evidence. on oath and 
to make orders forbidding certain prac- 
tices with appropriate sanctions is in our 
view clearly necessary, and we therefore 
welcome this statement made on behalf 
of the Government. We have no infor- 
mation as to details of the proposed legis- 
lation, but on the assumption that it 
would be sufficiently widely framed to 
deal with the whole field of industry and 
trade, we make no recommendation that 
special legislation should be introduced 
in the field of building materials. In this 
field, however, we recommend that after 
specific inquiry by an appropriate body 
there should be power : — 

(a) To require the registration of all 

agreements relating to trade practices; 

(b) To declare individual agreements 

or types of agreement between manu- 

facturer and merchant to be in restraint 
of trade and illegal; 
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ohibit either a manufacturer 
or a merchant from exercising price dis- 
crimination between customers in 
accepting orders; 

(d) To control prices and margins. 


D.BS.3.C. COMMENT 


Tue Distributors of Builders’ Supplies 
Joint Council has issued the following 
comment on the Report :— 

Most of the criticism of the Report 
will be upon points where there has been 
a tendency to draw wrong conclusions 
due to the absence of sufficient know- 
ledge or information. Some of the mis- 
conceptions of the Committee are un- 
doubtedly due to insufficient research. 
Apparently the Committee has studied 
large mechanised handling merchants in 
the U.S.A., but had failed to avail them- 
selves of the same opportunities’ here. 
The list of builders’ merchants visited by 
the Committee indicates that outside of 
London the firms inspected were mainly 
confined to the smaller provincial towns 
and consequently were unrepresentative 
of the trade in general. Consequently, 
the Report evidences very little practical 
knowledge of the industry under review 
and on this account alone its conclusions 
should be rejected. 

The Committee takes exception to the 
working of trade associations, but later 
refers to the fact that the formation of 
such associations and the control ‘of prices 
is a universal characteristic of modern 
economic development. This has been 
fostered in recent years by the Govern- 
ment’s consistent refusal to deal with in- 
dustry except through the medium of 
appropriate trade associations. Of more 
significance is the Government's costly 
system of price investigation, which has 
tended to stabilise prices without regard 
to the cost of the most efficient producer. 
A proper system of price-fixing, besides 
assuring a fair margin to manufacturers 
and distributors, protects users against 
excessive prices in periods of scarcity. 

The Committee yer to be much 
concerned because builders’ merchants, 
according to the incomplete returns ob- 
tained, made good profits in 1946, but the 
members ignore the fact that both 1938 
and 1946 were entirely unrepresentative. 
During a period of rising prices, mer- 
chants secure profits on their stocks, 
which increase their gross and net mar- 
gins, but these are offset by the losses 
they make on their stocks as prices fall. 
The upward trend has already ceased, and 
before long will be reversed. 

The suggestion made in the Report that 
all supplies should be “free on rail at 
works” overlooks the fact that the rail- 
ways will not, as in the U.S.A., accept 
goods so consigned. 

The quaint proposal of the Committee 
that prices should be identical for all 
classes of buyers will be regarded with 
mixed feelings by hundreds of other in- 
dustries. How distributors could func- 
tion under such conditions and whether 
the proposed “ uniform price ” is to apply 
to like quantities and conditions of trad- 
ing is not made clear. Any inference 
that the supply of building materials has 
any marked effect on the present cost of 
building can be dismissed. A house cost- 
ing £480 pre-war costs to-day £1,500. 
The material used is about one-third of 
the finished cost; therefore, in 1938 the 
material cost £160, and according to the 
Simon Committee material costs have 

risen 100 per cent. Thus, on their own 
showing, of the increase of £1,020, £860 
has to be sought for other than in build- 
ing material. 

The D.B.S.J.C. read with astonishment 
the suggestion that builders’ merchants 
provide too elaborate showrooms and ser- 
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vice, in view of the Committee’s call for 
more elaborate methods of stock control, 
lay-out and handling, and the Ministry 
of Fuel and Power’s demands for a 
greater and more comprehensive show- 
room and after-sales service. Efficient 
delivery arrangements save extra cost 
to the builder in “ waiting time.” The 
builders’ merchant desires to be more, and 
not less, efficient, in order that the final 
cost of building may be lowered. 


IN PARLIAMENT 


Non-Traditional Houses. 

Sir WALDRON SMITHERS asked the 
Minister of Health why subsidies to 
figures acceptable to local authorities 
for non-traditional houses had increased 
from about £6 millions in 1947-48 to 
about £17 millions for this year; and 
before implementing this policy, would 
he consider saving this cost by building 
brick houses for which ample _ supplies 
of labour, bricks, cement and timber 
were now available. 

Mr. BEVAN said the capital grant was 
restricted by statute to houses in schemes 
approved before December 31, 1947. 
No programmes for non-traditional 
houses approved since that date would, 
therefore, qualify for grant. The total 
cost of the capital grants was estimated 
at £54 million for 1947-48 and at 
£13,600,000 for 1948-49. The grant was 
payable on the completion of the 
houses, and the increase in the estimates 
was due to the fact that more of these 
houses were now being completed than 
in 1947. 

Str WALDRON SMITHERS asked the 
Minister of Health if he was aware that 
a programme of about 100,000 non- 
traditional houses would consume over 
200,000 tons of steel; and whether, in 
view of the fact that only a small amount 
of steel was required in brick houses and 
that some 150,000 standards of timber 
would be diverted from traditional house 
building, he would take immediate steps 
to stop unnecessary wastage of steel, 
which was scarce, and concentrate on the 
building of traditional houses, for which 
ample supplies were available. 

Mr. BEVAN said that non-traditional 
houses required varying amounts of steel, 
some of them little more than the tradi- 
tional house. No fresh contracts were 
being placed for those which used larger 
quantities. 

Softwood Timber. 

_Mr. D. Jay, answering a question by 
Sir Waldron Smithers, said that alloca- 
tions of softwood, as agreed inter-depart- 
mentally, were made to departments, not 
to industries. It was not the practicé to 
give details of such allocations, or of 
the quantities subsequently licensed to 
consumers in particular findustries 
through the timber licensing machinery. 

Mr. H. WILson, in reply to a question 
by Sir Waldron Smithers, said that stocks 
of hewn and sawn softwood (excluding 
sleepers and certain stocks in consumers’ 
hands), by regions, as at the end of 
January last, were approximately as fol- 
lows :—North-eastern, 79,846 standards: 
North-western, 77,565; Midland, 75,129: 
South-eastern, 184,355; Western, 63,668: 
Northern Ireland, 14,174; Scotland. 
52,321. So far as he was aware, the 
essential timber needs of the export in- 
dustries were being met. 

Payment by Resuks. 

Mr. Key, replying to Commander 
Noble, said he regretted that there was 
not yet sufficient evidence on which to 
assess the effect of the payment-by-results 
system on the rate of output for house 
building. 




















April 30 1948 


War Damage. 

Mr. SKINNARD asked the Secretary to 
the Treasury whether his attention had 
been called to the hardship suffered by 
many small building contractors who, 
having submitted specifications and esti- 
mates to the War Damage Commission, 
received only an assurance that the 
proper cost would be paid and were 
unaware of what this was until an in- 
spection after completion of the work; 
and whether, for the guidance of such 
contractors, a list of permissible charges 
would be issued. 

Mr. GLENVIL HALL said that the War 
Damage Commission advised him that 
they were at present making over 10,000 
payments a week, the great proportion 
of which related to works done by small 
builders, and they had no evidence that 
their procedure caused any hardship to 
those builders. Proper cost was depen- 
dent upon variable factors, such as the 
cost of materials and the level of wages, 
and these, in conjunction with the nature 
of the work, made it impossible to issue 
a list of permissible charges. 


The £10 Limit. 

Mr. Marples asked the Minister of 
Works how many prosecutions had been 
instituted and how many convictions ob- 
tained, up to the latest convenient date, 
for offences against Defence Regulation 
56a in respect of contravention of the 
£10 limit imposed on building operations 
where the estimated value of the work 
carried out exceeded £50 and was below 
that value, respectively. 

Mr. Dursin said that the £10 limit was 
applied to the whole of Great Britain 
from August 1, 1945. The number of 
prosecutions from October 1, 1945, to 
December 31, 1947, was 688, of which 
630 were successful. The number of 
these cases in which the value of the 
work done was less than £50 could not 
be discovered without consulting a large 
number of local authorities. 


Reconditioning in Rural Areas. 

Mr. WADSWORTH asked the Minister 
of Health whether, in view of the unem- 
ployment in the building trade and the 
availability of building operatives and 
building materials in rural areas, he 
would now give consideration to the 
giving of a grant for the reconditioning 
of rural houses. 

Mr. BEvaN said that legislation would 
be required for the purpose suggested, 
but he was sending the hon. member a 
copy of a recent circular. which dealt 
with the issue of licences for the recon- 
ditioning of houses. He was not aware 
of any substantial unemployment in the 
building trade in rural areas and he 
would be glad if the hon. member would 
give him details of any case he had in 
mind. 

Circular 92. 

Mr. Marpces asked the Minister of 
Health how many houses had been 
acquired by housing authorities from 
builders under the terms of his depart- 
ment’s Circular No. 92 of 1946. 

Mr. Bevan said that the number at 
February 29 was 8,315. A further 14,780 
were in approved tenders and 12,204 af 
these were under construction. 

Building Materials. 

During the debate on the second read- 
ing of the Monopoly (Inquiry and Con- 
trol) Bill, MR. HaRoLD WILson, President 
of the Board of Trade, referred to the 
report of the committee presided over by 
Lord Simon of Wythenshawe on the 
distribution of building materials. He 
would not pre-judge consideration of the 
document, which was’ not yet generally 
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available, but those who examined it 
would agree that the committee had 
found evidence of monopoly and restric- 
tive practices on a wide scale in the field 
covered by its terms of reference, and 
of a kind which suggested that there 
would be a number of cases for early 
consideration by the Commission to be 
set up under the Bill. 


Softwood Content of a House. 


In a reply to a question in the House 
of Commons (page 500 of our last issue), 
Mr. Bevan was quoted as saying that the 
softwood content of a traditional house 

. is limited to 1.6 standard per 100 
sq. ft. of floor area.” This should have 
read “per 1,000 sq. ft. of floor area.” 


NEWER TIMBERS: 


THE final lecture in the special series on 
timber arranged by Mr. R. L. Hasberry, 
training officer, Ministry of Works, in 
collaboration with the education secre- 
tary of the Timber Development Associa- 
tion, was given on April 15 by Mr. R. P. 
Woops, B.A., chief technical officer of the 
Association. The subject was “Some of 
the Newer Timbers, particularly those 
which have arrived on the market from 
South America.” 

Mr. Woods opened with a brief his- 
torical survey of the introduction of 
mahogany (Swietenia sp.) into this 
country. He outlined the properties of 
South American timbers, showed samples 
of the timbers of meliacea (mahoganies) 
family, and went on to discuss other 
timbers which are suitable for high-class 
furniture and panelling work. He stressed 
the importance of having a knowledge of 
the botanical species and their structure, 
since there were so many vernacular 
names and common names given to the 
same timber, varying with the country of 
origin. He also referred to the compara- 
tive lack of softwoods growing in Scuth 
America and the similarity between the 
genus Nothofagus (Rauli, Coigue, Roble, 
etc.) in Chile and those of New Zealand 
(Red Beech, Silver Beech, etc.) 








BOOK REVIEW 


THe Law oF TOWN AND COUNTRY PLAN- 
NING. By J. R. Howard Roberts, 
C.B.E., Solicitor, Clerk of the 
London County Council, President 
of the Town Planning Institute, 


etc. Charles Knight and Co., 
Ltd. 57s. 6d., post free. 
A FOREWORD by the Minister of 


Town and Country Planning to this 
work claims that the author possesses, 
through personal experience and ad- 
ministrative background, a unique quali- 
fication for the work in hand. It can- 
not be denied that the result of Mr. 
Roberts’ labour has been to produce a 
valuable and exhaustive treatise on the 
new system of planning control and, 
inter alia, the treatment of development 
rights in land. 

The main part of the work is divided 
into five parts, the first ‘of which is an 
interesting and scholarly account of the 
Development of Town and Country 
Planning, in which a detailed synopsis 
is included of the new Act. The other 

arts cover the text of the 1947 Act, 

icensing Planning, New Towns and the 
Acquisition of Land procedure, in each 
of which the text is given in full, and ex- 
haustively annotated, of the relevant 
Statutes and Regulations. In addition, 
five appendices concerned with the 
Restriction of Ribbon Development, the 
Green Belt, the Distribution of Industry 
Act, the Building Restrictions (War-Time 
Contravention) Act, 1946, and Details of 
Special Parliamentary Procedure under 
the Statutory Orders (Special Procedure) 
Act, 1947, serve to show the wide scope 
of the book. The decision to include 
Acts like the New Towns Act, 1946, and 
the Distribution of Industry Act was due 
to the necessity of explaining in some 
detail the powers of local authorities and 
other public bodies to develop land. 

The author’s aim is to assist and guide 
practical town planners and administra- 
tive officers, but the work will be found 
of great help to members of the legal 
profession, to whom the new Act will 
present many problems which cannot be 
fully appreciated until all the regulations 
necessary have been promulgated. In 
consequence, the publishers intend to 
follow the present work by a supplement 
which will include the new Development 
Order and the yet-unpublished Regula- 
tions. The index is full and adequate, 
the printing of the numbers of the pages 
being a feature likely to be appreciated 
by those using it. 

This is, without question, a complete 
and very valuable work, both as a prac- 
tical treatise and a book of er: 





BOOKS RECEIVED 

How To Estimate, 10TH Ep. By J. T. 
Rea. (London: B. T. Batsford, Ltd.) 
Price 18s. 

INN-SIGNIA. (London: Whitbread and 
Co., Ltd.) Price 5s. 

THe Tieper TRADE WITH Russia, 
1921-1939. By C. B. Jewson. (Norwich: 
Goose and Son, Ltd.) Price 5s. 


Planning Simplified. 

The Town and Country Planning Asso- 
ciation has recently published the third 
edition of “ Planning Britain’s Land,” a 
booklet which attempts to reduce the 
Town and Country Planning Act, 1947. 
to a readable form. The booklet is priced 
at Is., or 1s. 2d. post free, from The 
Planning Centre, 28, King-street, Covem 
Garden, W.C.2. 
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NEED TO RECAPTURE 


CRAFT INTEREST 
A FULLER INDUSTRIAL LIFE 


“CaN industry to-day provide for the 
Operative the interest he previously had in 
the job in small-scale production, when 
the boss worked side by side with his 
men, and each was proud of the achieve- 
ments of the other?” Mr. D. C. BuRGEss, 
President of the London Master Builders’ 
Association, put this question to mem- 
bers of the North-western Area at a lun- 
cheon in Wembley on April 20. Mr. Eric 
oe Chairman of the Area, pre- 
sided. 


“In our great grandfathers’ early days 
(said Mr. Burgess), society was made up 
of employers and craftsmen in small 
units with a strong personal link between 
individuals. Respect one for the other 
formed a bond which made the success 
and achievement of one or the other a 
pride and a satisfaction to both. In our 
industry the making of a building was the 
effort of a team, and each individual 
working on it had a pride in not only the 
work which he himself was doing but in 
the work that old Charlie so-and-so was 
doing. They looked to their guv’nor as 
the skipper who would put them right in 
all their difficulties. He was a member 
of their own community, and the fact that 
he might or might not pick up more re- 
ward did not matter so much. In any 
case, they felt some degree of proprietary 
interest in his success, and the locality 
benefited. In the old days the interests 
for the craftsmen were many and varied. 
The craftsman knew all about the job, he 
knew his own craft, he knew the part he 
could play in his team, he knew how 
much he could count on his mates. 

“With the industrial revolution and 
the development of railwgy transport, the 
first disintegration started. The unit be- 
came larger, the craftsmen less static, the 
employer less a local potentate and, geo- 
graphically, more distant. Industry then 
progressed by stages into two sides, re- 
presented by the employers’ federations 
and the trade unions and often at 
daggers drawn. 

“What has taken the place of these 
interests in the craftsman’s life? As an 
operative now he is a specialist—a man 
trained to carry out a particular opera- 
tion. His trade is no longer to him a 
continually interesting adventure. In- 
stead, he gets only a small piece of work 
to do that is within his competence. No 
longer does a sense of pride arise from 
the day’s efforts. In the old days the job 
was local gossip and conjecture long be- 
fore it started. Everyone was interested. 
To-day, the job, as _ such, has 
ceased to be the centre of interest 
to the men and is only a means 
by which they can collect enough money 
to stay off of it as long as ible— 
and to seek their interests elsewhere. And 
the feeling that the working hours are 
lacking in interest prompts many to 
seek something better than the old 
employer-employee relationship, to sup- 
port nationalisation, for instance. They 
object to being turned off and on like a 
tap—and so would you and I—at the will 
of an employer. They feel that the only 
way to have any say in altering the state 
of things is to do away with the employer 
whose purpose they serve and become 
themselves owners or part-owners or em- 
ployers, and so be the masters of their 
own destinies. 

“It is quite logical. But the thing 
which they do not realise is that national- 
ising this or that doesn’t necessarily pro- 
vide the increased interest which is what 





is really required. In fact, the odds are 
greatly against this happening. What 
they are protesting against is the increase 
in the size of industrial units which has 
been one of the causes of de-humanising 
industry. 

“So we are faced with a very real 
problem. Can we provide an alternative? 
I believe the cure for this condition is 
the provision of a fuller industrial life, 
a life fuller of real industrial interest. 
Contentment is a state of mind, and we 
as individuals and as employers can pro- 
duce this in our own businesses if only 
we try hard enough. The prize is well 
worth winning, for it will not be a selfish 
gain won at the expense of another.” 


A NEW TRACING MATERIAL 
RESULTS OF TESTS 


“Ethulon,” a plastics film specially 
evolved for use as a tracing material, has 
recently been brought to our notice. The 
manufacturers claim that it possesses 
marked advantages over tracing linen 
and other materials for this purpose, 
and following we give the substance of a 
report resulting from a series of tests on 
the material, kindly made, at our request, 
by an architect :— 

“Ethulon” has been subjected to 
every imaginable test and comparison 
with linen and it has been found that:: 
(1) The cost comes between the lowest 
and highest prices of tracing linen. 
(2) The tracing film takes either pencil 
or ink very well. (3) It stands up to 
erasure either by rubber or razor blade. 
(4) It is not entirely unimpaired by im- 
mersion in water, but the effect is less 
disastrous than it would be on linen. 
(5) The tracing film is no more inflam- 
mable than tracing linen. (6) It is also 
equally transparent. To sum up, the 
“Ethulon” tracing film appears a 
slightly better product than linen and 
therefore worth the slight extra cost. 


“ Ethulon ” is available in 10-yard rolls, 
30 in. wide, and is manufactured by 
Messrs. May and Baker, Ltd. 
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HOUSING PROGRAMME 


NATIONAL PRESIDENT PLEDGES 
, BUILDERS’ SUPPORT 

Wit the Minister of Health’s forecast 
of 750,000 new houses by the end of the 
year be realised? The President of- the 
National Federation of Building Trades 
Employers, Mr. F. M. SLEEMAN, of 
Exeter, is hopeful that it will. He gave 
an assurance in Exeter on April 23 that 
builders will do everything possible to 
ensure that it is. “In fact,” added Mr. 
Sleeman, “I believe the figure could be 
‘substantially exceeded if more timber 
were made available.” 

““ More timber is to come in under the 
Marshall Plan,” went on Mr. Sleeman, 
“and while I realise, of course, that 
even with Marshall aid the economic 
condition of the country is still grim, 
I hope that of the 15-million pounds 
worth to be imported under the heading 
of timber, sufficient will be allocated to 
the building industry to enable the 
Government, when they make their pro- 
mised review in June, to increase the 
building programme for the second half 
of the year, and, more important still, to 
fix a ‘housing target for 1949 considerably 
in excess of the original estimate of 
140,000. 

“If that bigger programme is decided 
upon, I suggest that the private builde: 
be allowed to build houses for those who, 
while qualifying for municipal houses, 
prefer to buy new ones. 

“There is a distinct danger that the 
machinery which has been adopted by 
the Government to prevent unemploy- 
ment in the building industry may not 
work quickly enough. In my view, the 
best way to prevent pockets of unem- 
ployment, and at the same time to re- 
duce form-filling, enable the smaller 
builder to plan ahead and so reduce 
costs, and to deal a blow at the black 
market, would be to increase substantially 
the’ present licensing limit of £10.” 


L.C.C. HOUSING, 
BETHNAL GREEN 


LABOUR MANAGEMENT 


THE housing scheme at Minerva Estate, 
Bethnal Green, was cpened yesterday 
(April 29). The flats—designed under the 
supervision of Mr. Cyril H. Walker, 
O.B.E., L.R.1.B.A., Housing Director and 
Valuer, L.C.C., and erected by Messrs. 
Holland & Hannen and Cubitts, Ltd. — 
were illustrated in our issue for March 7, 
1947, while a view of a completed block 
of dwellings’ was given last week. 

The contractors send us some notes on 
the progress of the work :— 

The form of construction represents a 

new departure as far as the L.C.C. hous- 
ing schemes are concerned, but this 
monolithic concrete form of construction 
is one in which Messrs. Holland & Han- 
nen and Cubitts have had wide experi- 
“ence and have been instrumental in de- 
veloping. As far as the site was con- 
cerned, the firm went to great lengths to 
foster a real team spirit among the men 
employed in the interests of concluding 
on time a carefully planned job of such 
high human importance, whatever diffi- 
culties might arise. In this they were 
extremely successful, and the site re- 
mained a very happy one all through. 
Every possible inducement to first-class 
work in quick time was given. 

A site newsletter was published regu- 
larly, covering personalities and _ site 
matters. board was introduced, giving 
detailed target figures and progress of 
every section of the work. The attention 
of all employed there was drawn to any 
work of an exceptionally high quality, as 
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were lags and bottlenecks. Every man 
was kept fully informed of what other 
trades were doing and how they were 
doing. The welfare side was highly 
organised, while washing and _ eating 
facilities reached, perhaps, the highest 
standard ever on a building sjte. 

The contractors also accepted on this 
site Government trainee labour, and some 
of these men turned out to be so good 
that as soon as their work was finished 
at Minerva-street, they were transferred 
to key jobs on other important housing 
work being carried out by the company 
for the L.C.C. 

The number of men ne (aver- 
age) was 320. The time taken to build 
was two years or an average of 24 flats 
per week, including eight weeks’ com- 
plete stoppage owing to big frost of 1947. 
The cost was £357,000. 


LAW REPORT 


WHAT IS AN “INDUSTRIAL 
BUILDING”? | 


CouRT OF APPEAL. 

BEFORE Lorps JUSTICES SCOTT, 
SOMERVELL AND MR. JUSTICE VAISEY. 
Hendon Borough Council v. Stanger. 
This appeal raised the important ques- 

tion as to what constituted an “ industrial 

building” in a town-planning area, and 
the matter came before the Court on an 
appeal by Mr. H. H. Stanger, a consulting 

engineer, of Barnet-lane, Elstree, from a 

King’s Bench Divisional Court. 

The facts were that Mr. Stanger’s house 
came into the town-planned area of the 
Hendon Borough Council and he had 
installed in it machinery for the purpose 
of testing small blocks of concrete, for 
which he used power and employed work- 
men. In 1936 the Hendon Borough 
Council served on Mr. Stanger a notice 
prohibiting him from continuing to use 
the house as an “ industrial building,” as 
the area had been zoned as “ residential ” 
under the Hendon Town Planning Scheme 
of 1936. 

The Hendon Justices, who heard Mr. 
Stanger’s appeal from the Council’s 
Order, found in his favour, and came to 
the conclusion that the premises were 
used as a dwelling-house and were not 
used as a factory or industrial building. 

Upon this finding the Council appealed 
to 3 King’s Bench Divisional Court of 
three Judges, who held that the Council 
were entitled to serve the notice and that 
the premises were in no sense residential, 
but were an “ industrial building ” under 
the Factory Act, 1937. 

From this decision Mr. Stanger 
appealed, and it was contended on his 
behalf that the premises were not used 
for the purposes of gain, though he might 
receive a fee for what he did. e 
Premises, it was urged, were used as a 
scientific laboratory. 

_Lord Justice Scott, in giving judgment 
dismissing the appeal, said the question 
at issue was whether the house was an 
industrial building prohib:ted by the town 
Planning scheme or not. The appeliant 
did research work, and it was obvivus it 
was for gain. His Lordship did not take 
the view that “for the purpose of g:in” 
should be construed as “by way of 
trade.” The case was a border-line one. 
but he thought that the premises were 
occupied by Mr. Stanger within the defini- 
tion “ for the purpose of gain.” 

_Lord Justice Somervell and Mr. Justice 
Vaisey concurred. 


The late Mr. John J. Cox. 

We regret to record the death, on April 
19. of Mr. John J. Cox, a Director of 
J. Alfred Pratt and Co., Ltd. 
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CODES OF PRACTICE 


SOUND INSULATION 


THE Codes of Practice Committee has 
now issued, in final form, chapter III of 
the Code of Functional Requirements of 
Buildings, entitled “Sound Insulation 
(Houses, Flats and Schools).” This chap- 
ter was published in draft form, and all 
comments received have been taken into 
consideration in the preparation of this 
edition. The chapter deals with sound 
insulation for houses, flats and schools, 
and examines the problem of noise in 
buildings, whether from outdoor or 
indoor sources, giving recommendations 
for treatment. The necessity for initial 
consideration of the problem in the plan- 
ning stage of building is stressed, both as 
regards choice of sites and the selection 
of materials. 

Recommendations are given for the 
siting of houses and schools in relation 
to distance from such sources of outdoor 
noise as may arise on the various types 
of road near which the buildings are 
situated. Sources of indoor noises are 
analysed and their relative degree of 
nuisance assessed. Methods of abatement 
by various types of construction and other 
measures are described. Various diagrams 
illustrating these methods are included 
with the chapter, and also tables, based 
on the results of experiment, giving data 
on loudness of noises on the phon scale, 
sound insulation values of windows, and 
examples of sound reduction values of 
different forms of construction and of 
various sound-absorbing materials. 

Copies of the chapter may be obtained 
from the British Standards Institution, 28, 
Victoria-street, London, S.W.1. Refer- 
ence No. C.P.3, Chapter III (1948), price 
2s., post free. 


ELECTRIC WATER-HEATING 

Draft Sub-Code of Practice 324,202, 
prepared by a committee convened by 
the Institution of Electrical Engineers on 
behalf of the Codes of Practice Commit- 
tee, deals with the provision in domestic 
remises of electric water-heating instal- 
ations, having a nominal storage capa- 
city not exceeding 100 gallons. The 
Code is concerned with systems relying 
on electric heaters, and with those which 
use electric heaters in conjunction with 
solid fuel-fired boilers. Attention is 
drawn to certain general principles re- 
garding installation, lay-out and to the 
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minimising of corrosion. Descriptions of 
four types of electric water-storage 
heaters and of certain types of immersion 
heaters are given, with notes on their 
suitability for varied uirements. Ad- 
vice is included on the selection of metals 
for storage vessels and pipes, and on the 
location of the storage vessel or immer- 
sion heater. Recommendations are given 
on pipes and pipe systems together with 
graphs to facilitate the estimation of pipe 
diameter in relation to water flow and 
loss of head, also curves for certain types 
and sizes of taps relating to water flow 
and loss of head. Attention is drawn to 
the requirements necessary when indirect 
cylinders are used and to the provision 
and the placing of necessary draining 
facilities. Guidance is given on methods 
of pipe connections for hot-water radia- 
tors and towel rails when solid fuel is 
used in conjunction with electricity. 

The draft also deals with the installa- 
tion of immersion heaters and thermo- 
stats in storage tanks and cylinders, and 
has appendices giving data on: volume 
of hot water required when mixing hot 
and cold water; heat dissipation from 
pipes of various materials; standing losses 
for storage water heaters; efficiency of 
thermal insulation; heat energy wasted 
in __ of various materials, when filled 
with water at 140 degs. F. and allowed to 
cool at 60 degs. F.; properties of insu- 
lating materials; electricity consumption 
with thermal-efficiency figures. 

The Code is in draft form and subject, 
before publication in final form, to 
amendment in the light of comments re- 
ceived. Comments should be submitted 
by May 26. Copies of the draft Code 
may be obtained from the British Stan- 
dards Institution, 24-28, Victoria-street, 
S.W.1, price 2s. 6d., post free, proof 
reference CP(B) 725. 


B.S. COLOUR CARD 


A revision of the British Standard 
Colour Card for ready mixed paints 
(B.S. 381C) has recently been issued. The 
new card provides an amplified range of 
93 colours. Of these, 61 are colours 
which appeared in the original 1930 edi- 
tion of the card. Twelve of the original 
colours have been amended, in most cases 
to obtain better correspondence with the 
usually cleaner colours produced by 
modern pigments, and 32 new colours 
have been added. ‘ 


The opportunity has been taken to re- 
arrange colours, and they are now 
grouped according to seven broad divi- 
sions, each colour group having a range 
of 100 numbers allotted to it (e.g., all 
blues fall within the numbers 100 to 199). 
Under this scheme, every colour will have 
a three digit reference number. The first 
digit will indicate the colour group into 
which it falls and the last two digits the 
number the colour had in the previous 
card (e.g., peacock blue, which was No. 3 
in the original card, now becomes No. 
103). This system will allow the addition 
of new colours under their appropriate 
grouping as and when necessary. 


In addition, large size specimen cards 
of each colour will be available shortly. 
These cards will be approximately 8 in. 
by 5 in., having a colour specimen 5 in. 
by 2 in. wide along one edge. These 
specimens will cost Is. each, but the com- 
plete set of 93 colours will be available 
for £3. 

Copies of this standard can be ob 
tained from the British Standards Insti- 
tution, Sales Department, 24, Victoria- 
street, S.W.1, price 4s. each, post free. 
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NEWS ITEMS 


Members Elected. 

Candidates elected to membership of 
the Institution of Structural Engineers on 
April 22 included 11 students, 31 gradu- 
ates, 22 associate members, one member 
and 33 transfers. 


Building Schemes Deferred. 

Building schemes in connection with 29 
industrial projects have been deferred in 
Scotland since the introduction of the 
capital cuts programme, said Mr. C. A. 
Oakley, at a meeting of the Glasgow and 
District Centre of the Institute of 


Bankers. The projects have an estimated P 


peak employment value of just ove: 


Delegation to Scandinavia. 

A delegation representing the interests 
of members of the Wallboard Merchants’ 
Association of the United Kingdom has 
recently visited Sweden, Norway and 
Finland. Its personnel included: Mr. 
A. R. Alvin (chairman), Mr. C. B. North 
(deputy chairman), Mr. P. R. Bradford, 
Mr. F. L. Hill, Mr. E. C. Tetsall, Mr. 
R. H. Weston, Mr. A. R. Kingsley, Mr. 
W. R. Housfield, Mr. G. Ed. Payne. 


Architectural Association’s Visits. 


The Architectural Association pgo- 
poses to arrange a visit to Greenwich by 
river at the end of May. The party will 
see the National Maritime Museum, the 
Queen’s House and the Naval Buildings. 
In June a warty of members will visit 
Hampton Court Palace, the journey being 
made by coach from Bedford-square to 
Richmond pier and then by river to 
Hampton Court. Both visits will be 
under the guidance of Mr. Cecil Smith. 
A.R.I.B.A. ; 


A Century of Public Health. 


“A Century of Public Health” is the 
title of a brochure which is being circu- 
lated abroad by the organisers of the 
Public Health and Municipal Engineer- 
ing Congress and Exhibition to be held 
at Olympia, London, from November 15 
to 20. The brochure traces progress from 
the first Public Health Act in 1848 to the 
present time. It attributes the substantial 
progress first to the awakening of the 
social conscience and political instincts of 
the nation, and then to the advancement 
of science and the native skill and inge- 
nuity in engineering. It is ten years since 
the last Public Health Congress and Ex- 
hibition were held in Britain. This year 
the organiser of the exhibition is Mr. J. 
Pattisson, 68, Victoria-street, S.W.1. 


National Conference on Industrial Safety. 


The Industrial Safety Section of this 
year’s National Safety Congress will take 
the form of a residential conference at 
the Royal Hotel, Scarborough, from June 
10 to 13. Speakers on the opening night 
will include Lord Llewellin, President of 
the Society; Mr. G. P. Barnett, H.M. 
chief inspector of factories, and Mr. Ian 
Mikardo, M.P. At later sessions, experts 
from industry will speak on such techni- 
cal subjects as the maintenance of chains 
and lifting tackle, handling of materials, 
chemical hazards in non-chemical works, 
the training and qualifications of safety 
officers and the use of discussion groups 
as an aid to accident prevention. The 

erence is open to all, whether mem- 
bers of the Society or not. Detailed par- 
latest ug Beef Bea 
e vision at 131, - 

Street, S.W.1. seat 
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Modern Sotid-Fuel Appliances. 

In Circular 8/48, issued by the Ministry 
of Health, local authorities are re- 
minded of the importance of correctly 
installing modern solidfuel appliances 
so that they operate at full efficiency. 
Reference is made in paragraph 3 of 
that circular to the Bulletin of the 
Ministry of Fuel and Power on “ The 
Gravity Warm Air System,” which gives 
details for fixing some a of modern 
appliance. The bulletin has been pre- 
pared to illustrate the main methods 
which can be used, and therefore includes 
designs which, because of scarcity of 
materials, cannot be used widely at 
resent: for example, designs incorporat- 
ing cast-iron flue-pipes should not be 
adopted unless authorities have assured 
themselves that they will be able to 
obtain flue pipes of this design when re- 
quired for their housing schemes. The 
Minister attaches great importance to the 
extended use of efficient modern solid- 
fuel appliances, and will take into 
account any additional cost involved 
when he considers tenders submitted fo1 
approval. Copies of the bulletin are 
being issued to local authorities. 


OFFICIAL NOTIFICATION 


Control of Plant Hire Rates. 

A new Order, which came into effect on 
April 28, consolidates with amendments 
the Orders relating to the control of rates 
of hire of contractors’ plant. The princi- 
pal changes are as follows: a 44-hour 
week and an eight-hour day are substi- 
tuted for the 48-hour week and 84-hour 
day, with a consequent adjustment of 
the maximum rates of hire for all plant 
controlled by the Order, with the excep- 
tion of rollers. Piling plant is no longer 
controlled by the Order. A new definition 
of compressor tools is given for the pur- 
pose of the Order. 

A new schedule of rates for net cost 
and similar items has been prepared by 
the Ministry of Works plant hire rates 
committee and has been circulated to all 
interested organisations. 
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TRADE NEWS 


Change of Address. 

Messrs. Semtex, Ltd., a Dunlop com- 
pany, have moved from New Burlington- 
street to 185, Finchley-road, N.W.3. 
(Tel.: Maida Vale 6070; telegrams: 
Semtex. Haver. London.) 


Anniversary Celebration. 


The 25th anniversary of the formation 
of Aerostyle, Ltd. spray equipment 
manufacturers, 174, St. John-street, E.C.1, 
was celebrated at the firm’s headquarters 
on March 8. The guests on this occasion 
included customers, suppliers, and mem- 
bers of Government departments. 


Electrical Accessories. 

Aerialite, Ltd., manufacturers _ of 
“Ashton” Cables, “ Aerialite” Auto- 
mobile Cable, Radio and _ Television 
Aerial equipment, have taken over the 
business of Victor H. Iddon, Ltd, 
Wythenshawe, Manchester, manufac- 
turers of “ Nettle” switches, lampholders 
and electrical accéssories. 


Prevention of Corrosion. 

The products of Messrs. Wailes Dove 
Bitumastic, Ltd., Hebburn, Co. Durham, 
including those marketed under the name 
of “ Bitumastic,” are described in detail 
in a booklet entitled “ The Prevention of 
Corrosion and Kindred Subjects,” which 
has recently been published. A feature of 
the publication is an article on “ Methods 
of Preparing Surfaces for Coating.” 


Skin Protection in Industry. 

It has been estimated that the loss of 
man-hours in industry due to dermatitis 
exceeds that from all other forms of 
industrial disease. The contributory 
causes of this skin condition are outlined 
in a booklet produced by Rozalex, Ltd., 
10, Norfolk-street, Manchester, 2, who 
emphasise that prevention is preferable to 
treatment, and give a list of their barrier- 
creams and ointment, which gre designed 
solely for preventive action. 


Booklet Reprinted. 

A booklet on “Slating and Tiling.” 
which was first printed in 1945, mainly 
as an aid to those concerned with repair 
of war damage, has been reprinted. The 
firm of Langley London, Ltd., manufac- 
turers of roofing tiles, 16, Borough High- 
street, S.E.1, feel that their publication 
will be equally useful in times of peace. 
The text of this 50-page booklet was 
written by Mr. C. G. Dobson, and illus- 
trated by Mr. John P. Tingay, A.R.L.B.A.. 
A.A.Hon.Dip. Copies may be obtained 
on application to the firm. 


Mobile Air Compressors. 

Two new mobile models of the Stovis 
air compressors are described in a leaflet 
issued by Acbars, Ltd., Cecil House. 
57a, Holborn Viaduct, E.C.1. Model P.4 
is claimed to be especially suitable for 
carrying a regular supply of compressed 
air to places where electricity is not avail- 
able, and for supplementing the electric- 
ally driven compressor in districts where 
it is necessary to conserve electricity. The 
motor is a 1.2-h.p. four-stroke air-cooled 
J.A.P. petrol engine, with fan-cooling. 
flywheel magneto, and automatic gover- 
nor. The opposed twin cylinder air com- 
pressor is fitted with an air intake filter 
and silencer and is driven by an endless 
“V”" belt. Model E.2 is electrically 
driven and is fitted with a built-in switch 
and a 15-ft. electric cable. This model can 
be supplied without motor switch and 
cable but with motor pulley and V-belt. 
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THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 
NEW BUILDINGS 


Clarkston.—Factory additions to their works 
o be erected by the Springbank Quarry Co., 
Ltd., Airdrie. 
Edinburgh.—134 Orlit 
Saughton Mains estate for City 
Forgie, City A., City-chbrs., Edinburgh. 
Glasgow. —Alterations additions at 
Astoria-rd., for which the architects are Birnet 


houses proposed at 
Council. A. G. 


& Boston, 180, Hope-st., Glasgow. 
Glasgow.—Corporation to erect offices at 
Albin-st., for which the architect is R. Bruce, 


Municipal Offices, Glasgow. 

Giasgow.—Large’ block of flats proposed at 
Dennistoun, for which the architect is R. Brad- 
bury, 20, Trongate, Glasgow. 

Lanarkshire.— Houses proposed at Auchingray 
and also at Roberton, for which the architect is 
$3. MacColl, Bickford-st., Hamilton, 

Lanarkshire.—250 miners’ homes proposed at 
Lesmahagow, Harthill and Chryston, for 
Scottish Special Housing Association, 15, 
Palmerston-pl., Edinburgh. 


FUTURE 
CONSTRUCTION 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 


Full details of Public Appointments open will 
be found in the Advertisement pages of this 
and previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open’ but not in- 
cluded in this list see previous issues. Those 
with an asterisk are advertised in this number. 
The dates at the heads of paragraphs are those 
for the submission of tenders; a dagger (Tt) 
denotes closing date for applications; the name 
and address at the end refer to the person 
from whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 
MAY 5. 

**Buckingham R.D.C.—6 houses with site 
works at Padbury. Scherrer & Hicks (F.), 
10, ge st., London, W.1. Dep. £1 1s. Tenders 
by a 

Tickhill vu. D.C.—(1) Roads and sewers, etc., 
at Pinfold-la.; (2) erection of 10 houses. E. D. 
Walker, C., Council Offices, Westgate, Tickhill, 
ar. Doncaster. Dep. £2 2s. 

tWest Mersea U.D.C.—6 houses and external 
works at High-st., North. E. G. Wilks (L.), 
4a, Market-st., Cambridge. Tenders by May 18 

AY 38. 


t*East Ashford RDC. 6 pairs of houses 
with roads and sewerage at Challock. Jackson 
4 Jackson (F.A. & L.), 13, North-st.. Ashford, 

ent 

t*Rauceby Hospital, Sleaford, Lincs.—10 staff 


houses at Rauceby Hospital. Cc. B. Metcalfe 
(F.), County Offices, Sleaford. Tenders by 
May 22. 
MAY 10. 
t*Beddington and Wallington T.C.—Demoli-. 


tion and rebuilding < Bute-rd. Depot House. 
B.E. & 8S. Dep. £2 28 

Belper U.D. .—® houses at Mill-la. John L. 
Bakewell (L.). 25, Chapel-st.. Belper. Dep. 
£2 28 


Bideford T.C.—12 houses at Barton estate, 


Kast-the- or. B.E. Dep. £3 3. 
Boston T.C.—46 houses a Fishtoft-rd. B.S 
Dep. £2 2s. 


Oroxford R.D.C.—4 houses at Wickham. 
A. L. Bishop, C.., ener House, Bishop’s 


Waltham. Dep. 22 

Hatfield R.D.C.—6 " cottages at - ae 
and 12 cottages at Northaw. J. arker 
(A.), North-pl., 82, Gt. *North-rd., Ht htield 
Dep. £2 2s. 


Bellard House 
22, Newgate-st., 


Hoole U. D.C.—16 houses at 
estate. R. oy architect. 
Chester. Dep. £2 2s 

Kirkburton U. Dc. ~6 houses at Bedford-ave. 
D. T. D. Woodhall, E. & S., Town Hall. Dep. 
£2 2s. 

tMoriey T.C.—20 houses and 14 aged persons’ 
bungalows at Albert-rd. estate ; 22 aged persons’ 
bungalows at Garden House-la. estate, agley. 
H Brock (A.), National Provincial Bank- 
chbrs., Queen-st.. Morley. Dep. £2 2s. 

"Saffron Walden R.D.C.—12 Airey houses and 
» tradition houses at 3 sites. A. W. Overall. 
C., Debden-rd 

MAY 11 


_t*Coventry T.C.—Erection of Simon-Langton 
Secondary Grammar School for Girls. City A. 


Dep. £2 2s 

Gateshead C.B.—Erection of infants’ school 
at Lobley Hill. Chief Architect’s Office, Town 
Halil. Dep. £5 5s. 

Gateshead ©.B.—Erection of primary school 
No. % at Lobley Hill. Chief Architect's Office. 
Town Hall. Dep. £5 5s. 

t*Northants C.C.—Prefabricated hutting to 
prov ide extensions at Corby Monotechnic Insti- 
tute. County A.. poe Hall, Northampton. 


Biackpoo!l ©.B.—Erection of second half ef 
Stanley ~s-. School. Marton, together with 
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Dep. 


*Colchester T.C.—Houses at King George-rd. 
site: (a) 2 blocks of 4 type 3B/5B; (b) 6 blocks 
of 2 type U.1; (e) 7 blocks of 2 type U2 J. 8. 
Orchard, A.M.LC.E., B.B. Dep. £2 2s. 

Doncaster T.C.—10 experimental houses at 
Wheatley Park ~— Estates 8., 15, South- 
parade. Dep. £3 3s. 

t*East Suffolk C.C.—4 police houses at 4 
sites. E. J. Symex (F.), County A., County Hall, 
koegien. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by June 4. 


alterations to existing building. B.S. 
£2 25 


t*Norfolkk _&.C.—Erection of Lo grey 
Infants’ School. F. G. Limmer (F.), . Archi- 
tect, Stracey-rd., Norwich. Dep. £5 . 


_Northfieet U.D.C.—12 houses at New House 
pg J estate. E. and 8., Council Offices. Dep. 

tSurrey C.C.—Remodelling of and additions 
to hospital yy at Epsom County Hospital. 
County A £2 26. 

Surrey, C.0.—Rebuilding of South Wing 
Nurses’ Home, layout of grounds and construc- 
tion of calorifier room and ducts for engineer- 
ing services at aguas County Hospital 
County A. Dep. £2 

t* Wiltshire C.C. eon of County Grammar 
School, mags ae ave., Swindon. F. I. Bowden 
(A.), County A., County Hall, Trowbridge. 

1 


3. 
Chadderton U.D.C.—70 houses at Melbourne- 
* = F. W. Pexton (L.), Town Hall. Dep. 
3 38. 
Hornsea U.D.C.—10 houses at Hornsea Burton 
site. K. & S., Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 
Melford R.D.C.—16 Airey houses at Lion-rd., 


Glemsford, and 8 at Little Waldingfield. H.C 
Hughes and P. Bicknell (FF.), 1, Tunwell’s-ct., 
Traumpington-st., Cambridge. ‘Dep. £3 3a. 


*Stepney B. C.—War damage repairs, etc., 
various properties. Chief Technical Officer for 
4%, Damage, 191-3, Commercial-rd., E.1. Dep. 


MAY 14, 

Daventry R.D.C.—34 houses at 6 sites. Sir 
John Brown & A. E. Henson & Partners, 5, 
Billing-rd., Northampton, Dep. £3 3s. 

*Gt. Yarmouth C.B.—Rebuilding Nos. 22, 24, 

26 and 28, Seymour-ave. -E. 

a T.C.—74 flats at Victoria-way 
(South) site, Pee. B.E. & 8. Dep. £2 2s. 

Knutsferd U.D.C.—10 houses at Thorneynoime 
—_ G. BR. Butler, S.. Council Offices. Dep. 

s 

t*Southgate T.C.—36 flats in 3 blocks at 
“The Poplars” site, Bramley-rd. B.E. & S. 
Dep. £2 28. Tenders by June 17. 


MAY 15. 

Beds and Northants Board for Mentally De- 
feotive.—2 pairs of staff cottages a¢ Bromham 
a County A., Shire Hall, Bedford. 

Pp. 

*Drayton R.D.C.—26 houses with site works 


at 4 sites. Hind & Brown (L. & A.), District 
Bank-chbrs., 2, Market-st., Hanley, Stoke-on- 
Trent. Dep. £3 3s. 


Portsiade-by-Sea U.D.C.—12 houses at Fore- 
doun-rd. site E. & S. Dep. £2 2s. 








The Lyctus Beetle, more generally 
known as the powder post beetle, 
attacks the sapwood ,of newly 
seasoned timber. This pest is a 
rich chestnut or reddish brown 
and about one-fifth inch in length, 
it has been proved time and time 
again that the Lyctus 


can be Acofeated urth 
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Tonbridge U.D.C.—16 flats at Lodge Oak 


estate and 8 houses at Trench Wood estate 
S. J. Thorne, C. Dep. £3 3s. 


MAY 17. 

Southend E.C.—New cloakrooms and ciass- 
rooms at Earls Halli School. Architect to E.C.. 
3%, Alexandra-st. Dep. £2. 

Sutten-in-Ashfield U.D.C.—34 houses at Huth- 
waite (Columbia-st.) estate. Warner & Dean, 
architects, Mansfield-rd.. Sutton-in-Ashfield. 
Dep. £2 2s., payable to U.D.C. 

MAY 18. 

*Bournemouth C.B.—40 houses at Berrans 

estate. Boro’ A., Room 51, Town Hall. Dep. 


£2 2s 

Ches, C.C.—Kitchen and dining room at 
Alsager C.E. Modesn Secondary School. E. M. 
Femmes, County A., The Castle, Chester. Dep 


cenin T.C.—82 houses at Lesney Farm estate. 
Contract P10. J. H. Clayton, B.E. & &., Council 
Offices. Dep. By 2s. 

“Rochester T.C.—12 houses at Carnation-rd. 
(North) ; 12 at Carnation-rd _{somth) 2 at St. 


8 


William’s estate. Stoner & Sons quay sur- 
veyors, 115-119, Bank-chbrs., 329, High Holborn. 
London, W.C. 1. 2s. 


. £2 

*Watford A.D oe Airey houses at Willow- 
way, Radlett. 8. A. Nicholson, C.. Wynyard 
House, Langley-rd. Dep. £1 1s. 

Tipton T.6.—3 houses." 

C. ses. 

Municipal-bidgs. Dep. £2 2s 

t*Wandswerth B.C.—4 blocks of 3-storey flats 
(87 flats) at Balham a . T.C. 


MAY 
*Horsham U.D.C.—12 , ee at Spencer's 
estate. E. & 8., Council Offices. Dep. £2 2s. 
*Hove T.C.—c0 houses at Sunninghill estate, 
in 3 contracts of 24, 14 and 12. B.S. Dep. 
Se Ly ey h t Hawkestone-rd., 
nn ig ouses 2 awkes 
Dock. W. B. Kavanagh, B.8c.. 
IMEC, B.S. Dep. £3 
Pg y R. _—-s Sse houses at Peron 
Rg mens G. McVinnie, M.1.Mun 
, Warwick- Bh, Dep. £2 2s. 


*East Grinstead vu. .. Ona aopete. at Stone- 
ear estate, Contract No. 2. . Bennett. 
C., Connell Calons 10 Roos tate estate 
*Leek U — ouses & pton . 
Contract No. 8. as A. Gilchrist, F.R.LC.8.. 
T Hall. 5 5s. 
eos ae. C.—Lavatory accommodation, 
sewerage and sewerage disposa] installation to 
16 cottages - Park-la. estate, Lane-end. J. M. 
Smith (F.), 28, High-st., High Wycombe. Dep. 
£2 2s. 


MAY 24, 
"Salford T.C.—144 houses at a estate. 
Eccles Old-rd. City E. Dep. £2 
MAY 25 
“Wycombe R.D.C.—Conversion of 1 and 2, 
Baraca  Oaite es. Horns-la., Booker, into one 
dwellin: M Smith (F.), 28, High- st.. High 
Wyco | Berk s. Dep. £2 2s. 


ouisg Architect, 


MAY 2%. 

Pembrokeshire Standing Joint Committee. — 
One pair of police houses at Prendergast, Haver- 
fordwest. W. Barrett, County A. ep. £2 2a. 

MAY 27. 

Gateshead Y¥.C.—Permanent 
hall at King Edward School, 
H. J. Cook, Chief A., Swinburne-st. 

c. Sroction f first instalment 

*Hampshire C. rection of first ins 
of new junior school at ag Gosport 
S. Low, County A., The Castle, Winchester. 
Dep. £1 Is. 


AY 29. 
*$t. Albans T.C.—8 agricultural cottages at 
New Greens and St. Julians estates respec- 


kitchen-dining 
Sunderland-rd. 
Dep £3 3s. 


tively. City E. & 8.. “ The Grange,” 16, St. 
Peter’s-st. Dep. £2 2s. 
, De. 2a h t 
*Ashhy-de-la-Zouch R. — ouses a 
Burton- = Measham. V. G. Bott, A.LA.A., 


Architect and Engineer, Council Offices, South- 
st. Dep £2 2s. 
PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 


MATERIALS, ETC. 

Ph ons *: d ext l t- 
+*Leyton ¥T.C.—Internal and external pain 
ing oan repairs to school buildings. B.E. & S. 

Dep. 21. 


MAY 12. 
Mamma | 14 decoration at Public 
i 


Library, High-st. Dep. £1. 
ttisle of Ely 0.6. External and internal 
decorations and repairs at various schools. 
County A., County mage March. 
MA 
Notti T.C, J itemat emg | of Whole- 
sale Market. City E. & 8. 
MAY 21. pd 
Rugby R.D.C.—External paintin of 132 
houses to various oe 8., 24, Warwick-st. 


Finchley 2.6—Rutenal vend internal decora- 
tions at 4 schools. B.E. & 8. Dep. £2. 
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ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 
MAY 10. 
Pert 


U.0.6.—Extension of Cam- 


EXesmere 
bridgerd. E. & 8. Dep. 21 1s. 
Halesowen T.C.—Roads and 
Hasbury Farm estate. B.E. & 8. 
1 


Stourbridge T.C.— 
B.E. & 58. 


sewers at 
Dep. £2 23. 


AY 11. 
Surface dressing of roads. 


MAY 12, 
7.C.—Laying of 


Godaim Milford and 
Withey trunk sewer. E. & 8. Dep. £2 2s. 
AY 14. 
Hemel H Lg ge y. laying and 
jointing of approx. 1,300 lin. . of 12-in. dia. 


spun-iron pipes, etc. T.C. Dep. & £3 3s. 
Marthorough and Ramebury R.D.C.—5,800 yds. 
of 7-in. and 9-in. stoneware and spun-iron pipe 
sewers, two settlement tanks, two retary perco- 
lating filters, two humus tanks, eight sludge 
beds, two irrigating areas, pumping station 
and rising main, etc. John Taylor & Sons, 
Artillery House, $.W.1. Dep. £5 (cheque only). 
Norton R.D.C.—Sewerage and sewage dis- 
sal works at Westow. C., Council Offices, 
felham-rd., er ae Dep. £1 18. 
vy 


Thetiord 1.C.—Sewerage and sewage dis- 
posal works. Elliott & Brown, Stanley House, 
Pelham-rd., aan, oF ca £5 5s 


Kidderminster R.D.C. ’ 
sewers, etc.. at Fairfield, Wolverley. Fiddian & 
Deeley, 13, mee Stourbridge. Dep. £3 3s. 

Vv 22. 


Bentiey-with-Arksey U.D.C. — Roads and 
sewegs at Scawthorpe. E. & 8., Council Offices, 
—_ yn tee © £2 2s me 

ing R ying a of water ply 
scheme. J. H. Marshall, C., Council 1 Omces. 
Dep. £5 5s. 
MAY 26. 


Mawarden R.D.C.—Sewerage and sewage dis 
posal works at Llanfyndd. Elliott & Brown, 
Stanley House, Pelham-rd., Nottingham. Dep. 
£3 3s. (payable to R.D.C.). 

MAY 27. — 

Biandtord R.D.C. — Laying of approx. 

18,500 yds. of asbestos cement water main, etc. 


— Construction of 


Aubrey J. Allen, F.R.I.C.S8S., Half Moon-st., 
Sherborne, Dorset. Dep. £2 2s. 
MAY 28. 


Colne Valley Sewerage bennt,-Consirec tion 
of Hunton Bridge pumping main, length about 
1,800 . W. Fillingham Brown, B-Sc., 
M.LO.E., Maple Lodge, Rickmansworth, 
Herts. Tt £2 2s., by cheque. 

Feltham U.D.C.—Roads and sewers at South 
Bedfont housing scheme. E. & 8., Lynton 
House, 13, Hanworth-rd. Dep. £2 2s. 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Barnes.—Fiats.—M. of H. ei erection 
of 48 flats in Station-rd., for T.C 
Camberwell.— Fars. = Development of Juniper- 
place as flats, for L.C.C Walker, Direc- 
tor of Housing. 8S. Howard, housing architect, 
County Hall, Westminster, 8.W.1. 
Camberweli.—Hovsine.—L.C.C. to 
Leyton-sq. ~ for housing praxeecs. 
Chislehurst rpington.— Drv ELOPMENT.— 
we St. Paul’s Cray sites by L.C.C. at £64,000. 
~——Hovsinc.—B.C. seeking loan sanc- 
see from M.O.H. for purchase of following 
sites for purposes of ag agro and tom ae 
housing :—1-11 (odd), 10, or rd.; 
63, 67, Greenside-rd.; 3, 5, 9. 11, 13, 75, ‘ee’ 


acquire 


H arrington- wd.; 2 Nursery- a: 49. 51, 53, 55, 
Pawsons-rd. ; 10, Northbroek-rd. ; 220, South ‘Nor- 
wood-hill ; 13, Warminster- rd. ; land rear 


of 2, Mowbray-rd.; land adjoining 118, Auck- 
land-rd.; 133, 135, 137, Portland-rd.; 33, on 
rd.; 2, 4, 6, 10, 12, Regina-rd, ; 1, 3, 5. 9, 11, 
13, Grasmere-rd.; 57, 58, 59, 60 and land at 
74, Forster-rd.; 11, 12, 13. Princess-rd. 
_ Crovdon. —Fiats.—44 flats to be erected by 
an sae» 27, Chapel-rd., Worthing, 
for Se at £ 
Croydon. ieee i —M.0.H. approve erection 
of farther 10 traditional houses on Heathfield 


estate. 

Croydon.—Trmporsary Hovsinc—B.C. nego- 
tiating for acquisition of part of Sylvan-rd. and 
Maberley-rd. estate for temporary housing pur- 
poses. 

East Mam.—Resvitpine.—Of 2a, ; 
Gillett-ave. and 797. Romford-rd.. for B.C. 
rr Slater. architect, 27, High- st. North, 


Enfield.—Canteen anp Kitcuen.—At Wharf- rd.. 
for Enfield Manufg. Co., Ltd. Fuller Hall & 
Foulsham, architects, 212. High Holborn, ECS 
-—ReinstaTemENt.— y L.C.C. of Duf- 
wellings. 
—Hovsine.—L.C.C. to use two small 
sites at North End-rd. for poviins purposes in 
conjunction with the Estelle Villas site, 

ast Greenwich W a ie oe - a — 
East Greenwic 8, for Sout Tropolitan 
Gas Co -», 709, Old Kent-rd., 8.E.15. Plans by 


company’s engineers. 
Mackney.—Hovsixe.—B.C. to construct fur- 


ferin-st. 


THE BUILDER 





ther 12 houses > Forest-rd. housing scheme by 
direct labour £21,200. 

H  eeaaea —Bethnal Green and East 
London Housing Association, Ltd., to erect 24 
— 3 at Lennox House extension site, Mead- 

Retreat-pi. 
ith.—Fiats.—Conversion into 8 
flats, ahd erection of worksh of 41-45. Brook 
Green. rd. Basil H. Hose, arc itect, 5, Preston- 
, Ewell, Surrey. 
dammersmith.—Temroxary Hovsinc.—B.C. to 
acquire 1, 3, 4, 6, 10, Aldine-st.; 12, 14, 16, 
Chancellors- rd., ‘and 1, 3, 5, Melrose-gdns., for 

gg eles housing. 

Heston and Isleworth.—Temrorary Hovsinc.— 
B.C. seeking Wan sanction from M.O.H. for 
£8,374 for temporary houses in Springwell-rd. 

Highams Park.—Exrenxsions.—To Handsworth 
Works, Handsworth-ave.. for Colora Printing 
Ink Co., . J. Collins, architect, 32. 
Hamilton- gdns., N.W.8. 

H — Bakery Sree —Pians prepared 
by R. Covell, F.R.LB.A Mitcham-rd., 
S.W.17, and approved by TC. ri remodelling 
~~ extension of bakery at 85, Turnpike-la. 

Thames.—Hovsine.—T.C. seeking 
M. of H. permission to erect 50 houses at Barn- 
field-ave.; 50 at Fullers-way, Surbiton, and 24 
flats in Maple- rd., Surbiton. 

Lewisham.—Houstnc.—L.C.C. to purchase a 
site in Beckenham Hili-rd. for housing purposes. 

itch.—-ReinsTaTEMENT.—By L.C.C. of five 
blocks of flats at Boundary-st, estate. 

Stoke Newington.—Hovusinc.—B.C. to acquire 
sites at 46 and 48, Howard-rd. for extension of 
Hewling-st. housing estate. 

Tottenham Court+d.—Extension.—To “ Blue- 
Posts’ public-house, 6, Tottenham Court-rd., 
W.1, for George Whitehead & ae (London), 
Ltd., 119, Bishopsgate, E.C.2 Ingram, 
Son & Archer, ere. 4, eel. bidgs., 
Grays Inn, W.¢ ‘ 

elseaiteiea:.- Meveme,B0. seeking loan 
sanction from M.O.H. to acquire land at rear 
of Tenby-rd. for housing purposes. 

Walthamstow.— REBUILDING. 138-146, Grove- 


rd. by R. Winston Sparrow approved by B.C. 

Walthamstow. — Reconstruction. — B.C. to 
acquire 575-583, Forest-rd. for reconstruction pur- 
poses. 


Scnoot.—On Sidney 
F. H, Heaven. 
High-st., E.17. 


Walthamstow.-—INrants’ 
Burnell school site, for E.C. 
architect, Old Monoux-bldgs., 

Wembley.—EXTEeNnsions AND ALTERATIONS.—To 
111, High-rd. S. A. Yeo, architect, 2, Chres- 
ham-house, Willesden Green Station, N.W.2. 


(PROVINCIAL) 


Ashbourne.—U.D.C. propone 48 houses on the 
Park housing estate. . Kington (L.), archi- 
tect (Houfton & Kington), Furnival-chbrs., 23a. 
Market-place, Chesterfield. 
Ashton-in-Makerfield.—Lancs E.C. 
County College. 
Bakewell.—Sites to be acquired for houses ai 
Ashford, Birchover and Middle Quarter. 
Bellingham.—R.D.C. to erect 20 houses at 
Woodburn. Plans by W. Dixon & Son, 1, Colling- 
wood-st., Newcastle. 
Caistor.—RK.D.C. propose 60 
parishes. 
Coventry.—T.C. received approval of M.H. for 
erection of 50 houses at Radford Aerodrome site. 
Cumberiand.—Erection of new block at Gar- 
lands Hospital. J. M. Sheppard & Partners, 
architects, 38, Bedford-pl., W.C.1. Eric Thorne- 


propose 


houses at 12 


ley & Partners, quantity surveyors, Cunard- 
bidgs., Liverpool. 

Hindley.—U.D.C. approved glass works, off 
Webster-st., Platt Bridge, for Co-operative 
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GLASGOW : 


45, Cranston Street, C.3 Central 4964-7 


LEEDS, Gratrix (Leeds) Ltd.: 
34, Hunslet Lane, Leeds, 10 Leeds 24554 
MANCHESTER (Head Office) : 
Quay St., Manchester, 3 224 660: 
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Wholesale Society, Lid., 1, Balloon-st., Man- 
chester 4. ° 
Hove.—Two blocks of flats posed at Pal- 


meira-ave. and Holland-rd. ans by Jackson 
& Greenen, Hinton-bidgs., Hinton-rd., Bourne 
mouth. 

Hurley (Oxon).—Minisiry approved proposals 
for erection of Farm Institute for Bucks and 


- Oxon E.C.s. 


Kent.—E.C. propose Gravesend (South) Boys’ 
School. Plans by A. W. Cooksey & Partners, 
11, Garrick-st., W.C.2. (Cost £67,789.) 

Leigh.—Lancs. E.C. propose canteen for Bed- 
ford C.E. and Butts C.E. schools. 

Lurgan (Northern treland).—Rural Council 
approved site plan: of Mahon Estates, Ltd., 
Portadown, for building of 900 houses, cinema, 
church, school, ete., in adjoining townlands of 
Mahon and Annagh, Portadown. 

Manchester.—T.C. approved alterations to fac- 
tory at Ashton Old-rd. and Tamworth- 0 Open- 
shaw, for Archer Paints, Ltd., and A ‘Mason, 
Ltd.; additions to clothing factory at Hamilton. 
rd. ne Longsight, for Percival & 
Co. ta 

Nottinghamshire.—Two schools prenns at 
Wigman-rd., Bilborough, for E.C. M. Finch, 
City E. and Architect, Guildhall, RE coe 
(Cost £150,000.) 

Oidham.—T.C. approved :—Additions to works 
at Wright-st. for A, J. & 8S, Products, Ltd; 
oe Rage to works, Norman-st., for O’Donnells, 

additions to mill, Henshaw- st., for Cart- 
port By Ltd. ; additions to works, Bar Gap-rd.. 
for Fuel Oils (Oldham), Ltd. 

Piymouth.—Alterations proposed to EMASE > 
at 65, Mutley Plain for Midland Bank, Ltd., 
Poultry, E.C.2. Whinmrey, oo & Austin Hall, 
architects, 37, Norfolk-st., W.C.2. 

Rainham.—Essex E.C. propose Boys’ and Girks’ 
Secondary School. L. Turner, structural engi- 
ueer, 5a, The Pavement, Grove-rd., Sutton, 
Surrey. 

Rawtenstali.— 
Haslingden-rd. 

Ryedale,—North Riding E.C. propose Second- 
ary school. 

St. Leonards.—Rebuilding of 46-50, Salisbury- 


E.C, propose County College at 


rd. Plans by Alfred Womersley, 17, Grand- 
parade, St. Leonards. 

Shefheid.—Extensions to factory at Eyre-st 
for T. C. Vere, Ltd. Harold Shepherd, archi- 


tect, Town Hall-chbrs., Sheffield. 

Stafford.—Licensing Justices approved hotel 
at Stafford-Lichford-rd., Walton-on-the-Hill, nor. 
Stafford, for W. Butler & Co., Ltd., Springfield 
Brewery, Wolverhampton. 

Stockport. — T.C. approved: —Canteen to 
works, Shrewsbury-st., for Cooper Bros., Ltd. ; 
hostels for aged at ‘‘ Pernlea,” Heaton Moor- 
rd.. ‘ Redcroft,” Parsonage-rd., Heaton Moor, 
and ‘“‘Cale Green House,” Shaw Heath, for 
Corporation. 

Streetly.—Mitchells & Butlers, Ltd.. Cape 
Hill Brewery, Smethwick, propose hotel front- 
ing Chester-rd., nr. junction of Chester-rd. and 
Bridle-la. 

Tamworth.—Frederick Smith, Ltd., Aston 
Brewery, Birmingham 6, propose hotel at Wiz- 
gington. 

Urmston.—U.D.C. approved:—Additions to 
works at Trafford Park-rd. for Jackson Bros.; 
canteen and club premises at Higler-rd. for 
North-Western Road Car Co., Ltd., 120, Charies- 
st., Stockport.—E.C. propose Junior and Tafante 
school fronting Irlam- rd.. Woodsend estate, 
Flixton. 

Watford.—Proposed lecture hall at premises 
ef British Advent Missions, Stanborough Park. 
Watford, Herts. KE. J. architect, 
Southern Wood, High-rd., (Cost 
£6,000.) 

Watford.—Bakery proposed at Woodmans 
Yard for W. Brighton, 20, Market-st., Watford. 
Wheatiey.—M. of E. approved in principle pro- 
posals for the erection of Grammar School for 

Girls at Holton Park for Oxfordshire E.C. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

Denotes provisionally accepted. 

Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

Denotes accepted by H.M. Government 
departments, 


Swinford, 
Leavesden. 


Cae a 


Birmingham.—<Alierations at Alum Rock 
school, for E.C.: *J, & W. Malley, 2, Wills-t.. 
Birmingham 19, fats. 

Brighton.—Temporary club house at Dyke 
Golf Course, for T.C.: *Direct Labour (esti- 
mated cost, £6,000). 


Budleigh Saiterton.—Four houses at Moor- 
mead estate. for U.D.C.: *S. J. Baker, Exmouth. 
Carlisie.—Extensions to works for boiler-house 
and ge house. Coronet, for 
i han Oo., Ltd. H. 8. Fairhurst & Son 
(FF.), Chancery-chbrs., 55, Brown-st., Man- 
chester 2: *Michael Thompson (Public Works 
Contractors & Engineers), Ltd., Pette poe oS. 
Upperby.: Carlisle. Steelwork: | *Redpath, 
ey & Co., Ltd., Trafford Park, Manchester 


7 cnestertetd,—25 “ Airey’ houses at Barlow 

sits, for B.D.C. J. Wikeley, ae 
M.LC.E., Barrister-at-Law, E. & 8.: H. 

See ‘Queen’ s-st., Rotherham, Bsi108 
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Park, 
Denton : 
ton, Manchester 18. 


*J. 


Ww. 


Manchester.—Houses at King’s-rd., 
Gorton. 


Debdale 


Alan Wych (A.), 13. Hyde-rd.. 


Strafford, Lid., Croft-st., 


Gor- 


















































Telegrams : 





UNITE FOR STRENGTH 





10,000 


BUILDERS 


are now members of the 


FEDERATION 
OF MASTER 
BUILDERS 


The Largest Truly Representative 
Organisation in the Industry 





ENROL NOW 


SUBSCRIPTION £4.4.0 p.a. 
LONDON REGION—37 AREAS. 
And over 70 PROVINCIAL BRANCHES 





"Phone or write: 


Secretary : 


26, Gt. Ormond St., Holborn, W.C.1 
Tel.: CHAncery 7583 (4 lines) 

Holb, London” 

The address of your Branch Secretary 
will be forwarded. 


“ EFEMBE, 


THE BUILDER 


Middiesex.—Erection of school at Yealding-- 
Hayes, for E.C. C. G. Stillman, County A., 


a.. 
20, Vauxhall Bridge-rd., S.W.1: *J. Lawson & 
Son, Ltd., 28, Park-rd. North, W.S (cost, 


£136,500). 

-—14 houses at Shaw-cum-Donningz- 
ton, for R.D.C.: *Newbury Association of 
Building Trades Employers. 

Newcastie.—For extensions at Royal Victoria 
Infirmary: *J. & W. Lowery, Corporation-st., 
Newcastle. 


Newcastie-on-T yne.— Eight houses at Jennifer- 
gr. Architects: Marshall & Tweedy, Grainger 
House, Blackett-st.,' Newcastle: “Wilkinson 
Bros., Newton Park Estate. Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Newcastie-under-Lyme, Staffs.—12 pairs of 
“ Airey” houses at Ashley, for R.D.C. A. P. 
Lovatt, architect, 6, King-st., Newcastle-under- 

& 


Lyme :. *G. J. Seddon, Lid., Fenton, Staffs 
(subject to M.H. approval). _ ; 
Oidham.—80 additional “‘No Fines’ houses 


*George 


at Limeside estate, for T.C. B.E 
Denham, 


Wimpey & Co., Ltd., Tilehouse-la., 
Uxbridge, Middtesex. 


Portsmouth.—92 houses at. Parkway. Pauls- 
grove, for T.C. City A. (Room 25), 7, Western- 
parade, Southsea: *A. Smith & Sons, Bognor 
Re gis. £143,854. 

Rotherham.—202 houses at Blackburn site, for 
T.C. E. J. Manson, B.E., Municipal-bldgs. 


*O. Weaver & Sons. Ltd., Harlington-la., Mex- 
borough, nr. Rotherham, as agents for Rother- 
ham Master Builders’. Federation Group of 


Contractors, Imperial-bidgs., Rotherham, 


£238,635. 

Ryde.—Erection of Information Bureau and 
Superintendent’s Office at Western Esplanade- 
gdns., for T.C. B. F. Holness, B.S.: *Burden 
& Co. (St. Helens), Ltd., Upper Green-rd., St. 
Helens, L.o.W., £498 


St. Pancras.—Extensions to premises at 189, 
Drummond-st.. for Taylor Stoke, Ltd. Frank 
Searlett, architect, 11, Gros¥enor-st., W.1: 
ga R. Freeman, Ltd., 37, Westbourme-ter., 
W.2 


Sheringham. —18 houses at Briton’s-la., for 
U.D.C.: *H. Bullen & Son, Ltd., Cromer. £28,521. 

Stoke Newington.—24 flats at 285-287, Green- 
lanes, for B.C.: tWilson Lovatt & Sons, Ltd., 
Clarence-st., Wolverhampton, £46,068. 
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ROBERT BOYLE & SON 


VENTILATING ENGINEERS 
98, WERRIES STREET, KILBURN LANE, W.16 
Tel.: LADbroke 2878 


WOOD BLOCK 


STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 
Victoria Works, 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, S.W.18 
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Stretford.—Extensions to Motor Works, 
Chester-rd.. for Lookers, Ltd.. Hardman-st., 
Deansgate, Manchester 3. Wilfrid Thorpe & H. 
Hirst Smith (L. & A.), 6, Deansgate, Man- 
chester 3: Neodox, Ltd., Atlantic-chbrs., 
Brazennose-st.,  Albert-sq., Manchester 2. Steel- 


work: *Sherratt & Smith, Ltd., 
st., Pendleton, Salford 6. 
Sunninghall, Bucks.—Conversion into Aged 
Persons’ Home, of “ Lynwood,” for the Motor 
and Cycle Trades Benevolent Fund, 204, Great 
Portland-st., W.1. D. J. Read, architect, 580. 
Christchurch-rd., Boscombe, Bournemouth: *A. 
Cameron, Ltd., 233, Queenstown-rd., §.W.8. 
-—Electrical installation at Primary 
School, Hamsey Green, for C.C.: *Alpha Manu- 
facturing and Electrical Co., Ltd., 21, Cedars 
rd., Clapham, S.W.4. 


104, Fitzwarren- 


Swansea.—Extension at Glandwr Works, 
Landore, for Welsh Boxes, Ltd. R. Berwyn 
Williams, architect, 1, Charlesville-pl., Neath 
*Celtic Construction Co., Ltd., Low Level, 
Landore, Swansea. 

Westminster.—Adaptation of 17, Knights- 


bridge, 8.W.1, into Road Safety School, for 
Reyal Society for Prevention of Accidents, 52, 
Grosvenor-gdns., S.W1. Horace W. Cubitt. 
architect, 139. Cannon-st., E.C.4: *Holliday & 
Greenwood, Ltd., 11, Buckingham Palace-gdns., 
S.W.1. 

Worcester.—10 houses at Tolladine and New 
town sites, for T.C. C. I. Carey Walker, CS., 
26. The Butts; *G. Thomas & Son, George-st 
eae rag me! £6,048 (4); *T. Oliver, Spring 
gdns., St. Panl’s, Worcester, £7,214 (6). 











PLYWOOD ano 
TIMBER 


PLEASE SEND US YOUR LICENCES. 
SPEEDY ATTENTION ASSURED. 


RUBBER FLOORING—/MMEDIATE 
DELIVERY all plain and mottled colours. 


N. GERVER 


TIMBER AND PLYWOOD MERCHANT 
2-10 Mare Street, Hackney, E.8 


Telephone: AMH 1131'2 5805'7 


tHe ESSEX STEEL 
SCAFFOLDING co. 


SMART'S LANE 
LOUGHTON, ESSEX 
TEL.: LOUGHTON 295 
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GALBRAITH 


BROTHERS 


CONTRACTORS 
& ENGINEERS 


CAMBERWELL 


34 & 35, HIGH HOLBORN, LONDON, W.C1 
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